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Israel must carry out 
substantial withdrawal — Fatchett 

HEBRON (AP) - Israel must carry oui a Substantial 
and meantngfui withdrawal from the West Bank 
British Foreign Office Minister Derek Fatchett said’ 
After meeting in Hebron with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, Mr. Fatchett said Britain wanted to 
become “constructively engaged" in the Mideast 
peace process during its six months of EU presidency 
"We are looking for substantial and meaningful rede- 
ployment by the Israeli government and... we also 
stress that we oppose any action that preempts the 
final status negotiations," Mr. Fatchcu said. Mr. 
Arafat praised the Europeans for "savins the peace 
process' jind "moving to protect the peaceand push it 
forward." The Israeli government has accused the EU 
of being "unbalanced” in its criticisms of Israel 
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Pope confirms intention to visit Israel 

VATICAN CITY (AFP) — Pope John Paul II has con- 
firmed his intention to visit Israel but no date has been set. 
Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Moshe Katsav said after 
meeting the pontiff Friday. The Pope has said on several 
occasions that he hoped to visit Israel and Mount Sinai in 
Egypt during 2000. There has only been one papal visit to 
the’ Holy Land, that of Pope Paul VI in 1964. The two 
men also discussed “questions concerning how Israel will 
prepare to welcome the millions of pilgrims expected at 
the jubilee in 2000," a spokesman at the Israeli embassy 
in Rome said. Mr. Katsav said that Israel had devoted 
$750 million over the last four years to finance infra- 
structure projects to cope with the expected pilgrim 
influx. The money was spent on improving entry points 
into Israel such as airports and border crossings. In 2000 
itself, a further $250 million will be made available for 
the jubilee preparations. 
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Britain sends aircraft carrier to 


Gulf as Ritter ’s team leaves Iraq 

U.S. rejects proposals to replace U-2 spy planes with Russian 
aircraft, add Russian, French, Chinese experts to inspection teams 



American U.N. weapons inspection team leader Scott Ritter after his arrival in Bahrain 
from Iraq, Friday. The American-led team of U.N. inspectors left Baghdad Friday with 
a pledge to return, easing a standoff with Iraqi officials lAP photo) 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

BRITAIN IS sending an 
aircraft carrier to the "Gulf 
as tensions rise over Iraq’s 
latest blocking of a United 
Nations weapons inspec- 
tion team, the British 
defence ministry said Fri- 
day. 

As a team of 16 inspec- 
tors left Iraq accused by 
Baghdad of spying for the 
Centra] Intelligence 
Agency (CIA), British 
Defence Secretary George 
Robertson ordered the car- 
rier HMS Invincible to sail 
from the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean as a “contingency 
decision.” 

“We will be back.” U.S. 
arms expert. Scott Ritter, 
told reporters outside the 
headquarters of the United 
Nations Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM) before 
his departure. 

“The departure of this 
team in no way reflects a 
change in UNSCOM ’s 
determination to conduct 
inspections or to have 
these inspections led by 
chief inspectors of the 
executive chairman's 
choosing, to include 
myself," he said. 

Iraq has since Tuesday 
refused to supply escorts 
for the inspection team — 
led by the former U.S. 
major and Gulf war veter- 
an and made up of nine 


Americans, five Britons, 
an Australian and a Russ- 
ian — effectively blocking 
access to weapons sites. 

Baghdad has accused Mr. 
Ritter of being a spy for the 
CIA and the make-up of 
the inspection team of 
being biased towards 
countries who want to pro- 
long sanctions against Iraq. 

Meanwhile, ~ U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen rejected Friday a 
proposal to replace U.S. U- 
2 spy planes with Russian 
reconnaissance aircraft on 
U.N. missions over Iraq. 

Weighing in on a Russian 
proposal to swap the high- 
flying U-2 for Russian spy 
planes. Mr. Cohen said, 
"The U-2 is recognised by 
all concerned as a very 
capable aircraft and is pro- 
viding valuable informa- 
tion and ought to contin- 
ue.” 

An official Iraqi 
spokesman told newspa- 
pers Friday that “Iraq wel- 
comes the Russian offer to 
send planes to carry out 
surveillance missions in 
the place of American U-2 
spy planes.” 

"Iraq has said on several 
occasions that the determi- 
nation of the United States 
to use their U-2 planes 
over Iraq does not serve 
tite mission of UNSCOM.” 

Mr. Cohen also objected 
to proposals to tilt the 
U.S. -dominated composi- 


tion of U.N. arms inspec- 
tion teams by adding Russ- 
ian, French and Chinese 
arms experts to them. 

The decision was up to 
the UNSCOM, Mr. Cohen 
said, but “we think obvi- 
ously that the United 


States participation should 
not be downgraded or in 
any way diminished.” 

"If there are others who 
can provide the expertise 
that is necessary, that is’ 
one thing." he said. “But it 
should not come at the 


expense of the United 
States.” 

U.S. officials have previ- 
ously argued that members 
of the U.N. inspection 
teams be chosen for their 
expertise not their nation- 
ality. 


Erbakan remains defiant 
after ban of Welfare Party 


ANKARA (AFP) — A defi- 
ant Necmenin Erbakan said 
Friday that his Islamist Wel- 
fare Party-s movement 
would grow despite a move 
by Turkey’s constitutional 
court to dissolve the party. 

Appearing at a press con- 
ference shortly after the ban 
was announced, former Pre- 
mier Erbakan also called on 
his supporters "to stay calm” 
and not be agitated by possi- 
ble provocations. 

"The closure of Welfare is 
a grave judicial mistake." 
Mr. Erbakan said. “But this 
will not prevent the mission 
of Welfare from growing 
bigger and coming to the 
power. 

“Despite this unjust move. 
1 call on our community to 
stay calm and not be agitat- 
ed by certain provokers who 
would want cause unrest.” 
he added. 

Mr. Erbakan also said 
Welfare would apply to the 
European human rights 

court regarding the constitu- 
tional court "move. "This 
verdict will also be gravely 
criticised in Europe.” he 
said. 

"There were similar 

moves, party bans in the 
past. But those failed to 
stand before the will of the 
people. Also this time they 
will not be able to stand 
before the will and choices 
of the people," Mr. Erbakan 
said. 

The constitutional court, 
Turkey's highest judicial 
body, dissolved the Islamist 
Welfare Party for activities 
against the country’s secular 
regime, court president, 
Ahmet Necdet Sezer, 
announced. 

The constitutional court 
also ruled that, with the 
pany banned, Mr. Erbakan 
and rwo of his aides must be 


stripped of their seats in par- 
liament. 

Mr. Erbakan and the two 
aides were also barred from 
Turkish politics for five 
years. Mr. Sezer told a news 
conference. 

The Welfare Party, which 
was dissolved Friday, has 
added to more than 40 polit- 
ical parties banned by Turk- 
ish authorities since 1 960. 

Most of chose parties were 
communist, pro- Kurdish or 

‘ Despite this 
unjust move , / call 
on our community 
to stay calm and 
not be agitated by 
provokers ’ 

Islamist. 

Months after a May 1960 
military coup, the first of its 
kind in the Turkish repub- 
lic's 74-year history, the ex- 
ruling conservative Democ- 
ratic Party, that had been 
toppled in the army inter- 
vention, was closed down. ^ 

The next year, the party's 
leader and ex-Prime Minis- 
ter Adnan Menderes and two 
of his close aides, the fanner 
interior and foreign minis- 
ters. were sentenced to death 
for treason and executed. 

With Friday’s ban on Wel- 
fare, Mr. Erbakan witnessed 
the closure of his third con- 
secutive party on charges of 
undermining Turkey’s secu- 
lar regime. 

Mr. Erbakan's National 
Order Party was closed 
down in 1972, following a 
second military coup in 
modem Turkey s history. 

His next political group, 
the National Salvation Party, 
was banned after another 


coup in 1980, but this time 
the military administration's 
decree ordered the closure 
of all the country's more 
than 20 parties. 

More than 10 left-wing 
parties have suffered clo- 
sures since the 1960s on 
charges of communist activ- 
ities. which had been banned 
in Turkey until 1990. 

In recent years, it was the 
pro- Kurdish parties facing 
bans on charges of sepa- 
ratism. 

The Democracy Party 
tDEP) was dissolved in June 
1994, with several of its 
administrators being sen- 
tenced to prison terms for 
collaborating w-ith the out- 
lawed Kurdish Labour Part)' 
(PKK). The PKK has been 
fighting the Turkish govern- 
ment lor an independent 
Kurdish state in the coun- 
try’s southeast since 1984. 

Four former DEP deputies, 
including Leyla Zana. win- 
ner of the European Parlia- 
ment's Sakharov Freedom 
of Thought Award in 1995, 
are still serving 15-year 
prison terms on charges of 
belonging to the PKK. 

Among the banned leftist 
parties, the Turkish United 
Communist Party, has 
brought its 1991 closure to 
the European human rights 
court which is expected to 
announce its decision on the 
case this year. 

The Turkish Greens Party 
was also among those 
banned groups in recent 
years. The constitutional 
court, Turkey's highest judi- 
cial body, ruled to dissolve 
the environmentalist group 
in 1994 after it failed to 
gather irs national congress 
within three years after its 
creation, in violation of 
Turkish law. 


EU commissioner says 
Algerian government not 
responsible for massacres 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
Algerian 1 government cannot 
be held responsible for the 
wave of massacres that has 
left at least 1,000 people dead 
this year, the European Union 
(EU) Commissioner in 

charge of relations with the 
North African state said Fri- 
day. 

"My personal feeling is that 
the government has no 
responsibility at all,” Manuel 
Marin, who will accompany 
a mission of EU ministers to 
the country next week, told a 
press conference here. 

The commissioner's view 
is not shared by international 
human rights groups, who 
believe that the Algerian 
authorities have, at least, been 
guilty of failing to come to 
the assistance of communities 
that have been attacked. 

Mr. Marin said the aim of 
the EU mission would be to 


"establish a dialogue with the 
Algerian authorities.” 

In Paris, French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine said 
Friday he had no information 
to suggest that the Algerian 
armed forces are involved in 
the ongoing massacres in the 
North African country. 

Information available does 
not confirm allegations that 
the Algerian army could be 
involved in the killin g of 
civilians in Algeria, Mr. 
Vedrine told Fiance 2 Televi- 
sion. 

“But we do not have totally 
exact information either,” he 
said, adding: 'It is quite diffi- 
cult to get a clear idea” of 
whar is going on in Algeria. 
A delegation of European 
ministers will travel to Alge- 
ria next week to discuss the 
violence rocking the country, 
with which France has long 
links. 


Farrakhan, in Sudan, 
blasts U.S. sanctions 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Nation of Islam leader 
Louts Farrakhan began a 
two-day visit to Sudan on 
Friday by denouncing U.S. 
sanctions on the Islamist 
regime in Khartoum. 

He expressed his view 
during two hours of meet- 
ings with Sudanese Islamist 
leader Hassan Ai Turabi, 
according to a summary 
given to reporters by Turabi 
aide Mahboub Abdul 
Sulam. 

Mr. Farrakhan was also 
quoted as saying that his 
currenr 53-nation trip was 
aimed at better links 
between U.S. Muslims and 
those in other countries. 


The U.S. black Muslim 
leader, who arrived in Khar- 
toum late Thursday, was 
also to appear on Sudanese 
television and meet other 
Sudanese leaders, including 
President Omar AI Bashir. 

During his first visit to 
Sudan, in February 1996. 
Mr. Farrakhan met a num- 
ber of Sudanese officials 
and pledged his organisa- 
tion's support to Sudan and 
its Islamic orientation. 

Last November the Unit- 
ed States froze Sudanese 
assets and banned U.S. 
trade with Sudan, as it 
accused Khartoum of 
human rights violations and 
of sponsoring terrorism. 


Three Israeli soldiers wounded, 
Hizbollah fighter killed 
in south Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — A 
Hizbollah guerrilla was killed 
and three Israeli soldiers were 
wounded in a clash in south 
Lebanon on Friday, officials 
said. 

Guerrillas from Hizbollah 
launched an early morning 
ambush on the Sojud post in 
the central sector of the Israeli 
self-declared security zone, 
using anti-tank rockets and 
automatic weapons, said the 
radio of the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Army |SLA> 
militia 

it said the Shiite Muslim 
guerrillas wounded three 
Israelis in the attack, and left 
one of their own fighters dead 
atthe scene. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
in Jerusalem confirmed the 
attack, saying the three 
wounded Israeli soldiers, front 
a unit of parachute comman- 


dos, suffered only light 
injuries. 

He added char an Israeli unit 
which arrived on the scene in 
support also came under mor- 
tar fire, but suffered no casual- 
ties. 

A spokesman for Hezbollah 
ain Beirut confirmed the 
attack on Sojud, but refused to 
confirm or deny if the group 
had suffered casualties. 

Following the attack an 
Israeli warplane fired two mis- 
siles into the Iqlim .AI Tuffah 
Heights, a Hizbollah strong- 
hold north of the Israeli-occu- 
pied zone and around 50 km 
south of Beirut, police said. 

“The targets [of the air-raid] 
were destroyed.” a spokesman 
for the Israeli military said. 

Israeli artillery also rained 
down shells on positions north 
of the zone, damaging a house 
in the village of Jarou, police 


said. 

No casualties were repotted 
from the air raid or the 
shelling. 

Israel meanwhile lodged a 
formal complaint Friday about 
an alleged Hizbollah attack on 
a village within the occupied 
zone. 

Israel told the international 
committee monitoring a truce 
in south Lebanon that a house 
in the village of Debel near 
Benr Jbaii, had been “serious- 
ly damaged" in the attack. 

The committee — made up 
of representatives from 
France, Israel. Lebanon. Syria 
and the United Slates — over- 
sees a trace reached following 
Israel's 19% Grapes of Wrath 
invasion of Lebanon under 
which both Israel and Hizbol- 
lah undertake to avoid civilian 
casualties. 


Egypt, Sudan to resume 
river traffic at end of month 


CAIRO (AFP> — River traf- 
fic along the Nile between 
Egypt and Sudan is to 
resume from Jan. 30, 
Sudanese External Trade 
Minister Osman AI Hadi 
Ibrahim has said. 

The Sudanese official told 
reporters that river traffic 
between Aswan (southern 
Egypt) and Wadi Haifa 
(northern Sudan) would 
resume following a four-year 
interruption caused by tease 
relations between the two 
countries. 

The Sudanese minister, 
who arrived in Cairo 
Wednesday, held meetings 
with his Egyptian counter- 
part Ahmad Goweili on pro- 


moting economic coopera- 
tion. 

Mr. Goweili announced 
the formation of two joint 
committees, one including 
top officials of the two coun- 
tries’ trade ministries and the 
other grouping businessmen, 
to study investment projects. 

The Egyptian minister said 
he expected an "increase in 
commercial exchanges" due 
to "the will of the govern- 
ments of both countries to 
remove obstacles hindering 
trade.” 

Mr. Goweili said Wednes- 
day that the volume of trade 
between Egypt and Sudan 
stood at $45 million until the 
suspension in 1993 of a trade 


protocol signed between the 
two countries the year 
before. 

Relations between Egypt 
and Sudan soured in 19S9 
after Sudanese President 
Omar AI Bashir came to 
power in Khartoum at the 
head of an Islamists govern- 
ment. 

They were especially 
strained by the 1995 assassi- 
nation attempt against 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa. 
Cairo accused Khartoum of 
ordering the attack and har- 
bouring the perpetrators, but 
Sudan has denied die allega- 
tions. 



Arab Bank starts operations at 


Al-Ahliyya Amman University 


as of Saturday 17 January, 1998 



Arab Bank 

Al-Ahliyya Amman University, Tel: 836141 - 836142, Fax: 836143 


We expand our network of brunches and develop 
our services lor y our comfort 

\T>itoor website- on the Internet at http://Muw.Hnihbaiik.com 


r 
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Syria predicts U.S. will publicly 
repudiate Israeli prime minister 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria said Friday that 
Israeli Prime Minisrer 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
policies will anger Wash- 
ington to the extent that it 
will publicly disavow his 
attempt “to kill the peace 
process.” 

A1 Baath, the newspa- 
per of the Syrian ruling 
party. called Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policy 
“insane and arrogant" 


and aimed “to kill the 
peace process." 

"Netanyahu is bringing 
to Washington in a few 
days several matters 
which deserve a luke- 
warm reception by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton," the 
paper said. 

AI Baath called the 
Israeli premier “an 
obstructionist," who is 
“more arrogant and 
insane” than ever. Mr. 


Netanyahu is scheduled 
to meet Mr. Clinton Tues- 
day, and Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat is to 
meet the U.S. president 
two days later. 

The Israeli government 
said last Wednesday it 
would keep control over 
about 60 per cent of the 
West Bank. 

Israel also qualified a 
promise to redeploy the 
Israeli army in the West 


Bank — a step Israel 
must carry out under the 
Oslo accords for Pales- 
tinian autonomy — by 
releasing a list of condi- 
tions for the Palestinians. 

Israeli public radio said 
Wednesday's cabinet 
decision was kept delib- 
erately vague to avoid a 
conflict with Mr. Clinton 
and a clash between mod- 
erates and hardliners in 
government. 


Khamenei condemns world’s ‘silence’ 


over recent massacres in Algeria 


TEHRAN i AFP) — Iran- 
ian supreme leader AJi 
Khamenei condemned Fri- 
day “the coldness and 
silence of international 
organisations” in the face 
of a recent wave of mas- 
sacres in Algeria. 

“We do not want to be 
assertive but there is no 
doubt that the Algerian 
government is responsible 
for the safety of its citi- 
zens." he told worshippers 
gathered for the main 
weekly prayers at Tehran 
University. 

‘The astonishing thing is 


the coldness and silence of 
international organisations 
in the face of this unprece- 
dented tragedy” he said. 

“This silence may 
encourage massacres like 
those that took place in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” 

On Monday more than 
200 of Iran’s 270 deputies 
called on Islamic countries 
and the U.N. to intervene 
“to put an end to the mas- 
sacre and pillage of the 
Algerian people." 

“This tragedy is without 
doubt the work of great 
powers and sworn enemies 


of Islam who are attacking 
the innocent and defence- 
less Muslim people of 
Algeria” the deputies 
said. 

The speaker of parlia- 
ment, Ali Akbar Nateq 
Nouri. Sunday accused 
Algeria's military-backed 
government of being 
“directly involved" in the 
massacres. 

Tehran has been under 
great domestic pressure to 
use its position as chair- 
man of the 55-member 
Organisation of the Islam- 
ic Conference (OIC) to 


lake a lead role in ending 
the massacres. 

But tentative diplomatic 
initiatives have met with a 
stern rejection from 
Algiers which zealously 
defends its sovereignty 
and freedom from interfer- 
ence in its internal affairs. 

Algiers broke off diplo- 
matic relations with 
Tehran in 1993 accusing it 
of backing unrest by 
Islamist opposition groups 
following the cancellation 
the previous year of parlia- 
mentary elections which 
they were poised to win. 


Iran’s supreme leader 
warns Pakistan against 
religious violence 


Beirut trying to block 
Israeli withdrawal from 
south — SLA chief 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
supreme leader. Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, warned Pak- 
istani leaders Friday that 
violence against the Shiite 
minority there could spread, 
further deepening inter- 
Muslim conflict in Pakistan. 

“If justice is not upheld, 
other religions may consider 
defending themselves,” Aya- 
tollah Khamenei said during 
Friday prayers at Tehran 
University. 

“We want to maintain our 
confidence in the Pakistani 
government, but [the vio- 
lence] could take on danger- 
ous proportions if nothing is 
done to stop the massacres.” 
the leader of mainly Shiite 
Iran said. 

He added the massacre of 
Shiites “has a great bearing 
on relations" between Iran 
and predominantly Sunni- 
Muslim Pakistan. 

“Those who oppose these 
relations are behind the 
assassinations of Shiite 
Muslims" Ayatollah 

Khamenei added, calling on 
Pakistani leaders to pursue 
those responsible for the 
attacks. 

At least 23 Shiite Muslims 
were massacred in Lahore 
last week by unidentified 
assailants who opened fire 
during a religious ceremony 


at the Morainpura graveyard 
there. 

Pakistani Shiites, who are 
supported by Iran, make up 
about 20 per cent of Pak- 
istan’s population of 140 
million. 

Islamabad offered cash 
rewards Thursday of 
$45,000 each for informa- 
tion leading to the arrest of 
five people wanted for sec- 
tarian violence. 

Police suspect the five, 
who escaped from a high 
security jail Dec. 26, may 
have carried out the killings 
in Lahore, capital of the Pak- 
istani province of Punjab. 

The escapees had been 
jailed on charges of involve- 
ment in scores of sectarian 
killings in Punjab. 

All belong to underground 
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, an 
extremist Sunni group, 
which claimed responsibili- 
ty for the Lahore massacre, 
police sources said. 

Lashkar-e-Jhangvi is a 
breakaway outfit of militant 
Sunni organisation, Sipah-e- 
S ah aba Pakistan, which con- 
demns Shiites as infidels and 
wants them to be declared a 
non-Muslim minority in the 
country. 

Religiously motivated vio- 
lence claimed nearly 200 
lives in Punjab in 1997. 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
The chief of die Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Array (SLA) 
militia said he fears Beirut is 
ttying to ‘‘block” implementa- 
tion of a U.N. resolution call- 
ing on Israel to withdraw 
from south Lebanon. 

Antoine Lahad, speaking at 
his headquarters here Thurs- 
day night, said he is worried 
"Lebanese leaders are acting 
to hinder application of 
[U.N.] Resolution 425.” 
approved by the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council in 197S. 

Mr. Lahad, a retired 
Lebanese military general, 
also called on the Lebanese 
government "to work to 
obtain the full application of 
Resolution 425 and that. 1 
hope, in 1998." 

He added thai if the 
Lebanese government is not 
working for implementation 
of the resolution, “the leaders 
in Beirut are committing an 
act of high treason." 

Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi accused Israel 10 days 
ago of continuing to refuse to 
implement the UJM. resolu- 
tion on withdrawing from 
south Lebanon despite 
Israel's public acceptance of 
the resolution for the first time 
earlier in the month. 

Beirut has called Israel’s 


acceptance insufficient so 
long as it refuses a unilateral 
pullback. 

A top Israeli official Friday 
repeated Israeli demands that 
any pullout must be accompa- 
nied by security guarantees. 

Uri LubranL coordinator for 
Israeli activities in Lebanon, 
said “the Lebanese 
leaders.. refuse to take control 
of the border” with Israel. Mr. 
Lubrani called on Beirut to 
"respond positively to the call 
by Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai in the 
interest of the Lebanese and 
Israeli people." 

Mr. Mordechai reiterated 
Thursday that Israel is pre- 
pared to apply the U.N. reso- 
lution if “security accords are 
concluded with the Lebanese 
government which can. if it 
wants, assure its sovereignty 
over ali of its territory.” 

Lebanese leaders have 
accused Israel of publicly 
accepting the U.N. resolution 
as a manoeuvre to “dilute [it] 
by mixing in conditions 
which do not appear" in the 
text of the resolution. 

Israel occupies a self- 
declared security zone in 
southern Lebanon to protect 
its northern territory from 
attacks by anti-Israeli groups, 
led by Hizbollah. 



CONFRONTATION IN GAZA STRIP: A Palestinian police officer, left, aims his AK-47 assault rifle at Israeli 
soldiers during a confrontation that occurred Thursday in the Gaza Strip town of Khan Yunls. Israeli-Pales- 
tinian tension has been rising in recent days ahead of separate meetings U.S. President Bill Clinton has sched- 
uled with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat for next week 
(AP photo) 


Hamas calls on Arafat to resume 


armed attacks against Israel 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
The Palestinian militant 
movement Hamas called 
on Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat Friday to 
respond to Israeli intransi- 
gence over the peace 
process by resuming 
armed attacks. 

“The [Palestinian 

National] Authority must 
return to the path of Jihad 
[holy war] because it is the 
only way to force the 
Israeli enemy to make 
concessions and recognise 
the rights of the Palestini- 


ans,” Hamas spiritual 
leader Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin said. 

The Palestinians “should 
not expect to get anything 
from Israel or the United 
States" as a result of cru- 
cial talks between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton next 
Tuesday, he said. 

Mr. Arafat should resist 
Israeli and U.S. pressure 
to impose “collective pun- 
ishments” on the Palestin- 
ian people when he meets 


Mr. Clinton two days later. 
Sheikh Yassin told wor- 
shippers gathered for the 
main weekly prayers here. 

“We are asking, him to 
apply the law and not to 
cooperate with the Israeli 
enemy,” he said. 

Palestinian security 
forces arrested 13 Hamas 
members in pre-dawn 
raids Tuesday following 
an Israeli tip-off about an 
alleged plan to mount a 
car-borab attack in Israel. 

. Despite the joint opera- 
tion, Israel still says the 


Palestinians are not doing 
enough to clamp down on 
suspected militants and is 
making an overdue troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank promised in the Oslo 
peace accords conditional 
on action against Hamas. 

Mr. Arafat is already 
under fire from Palestinian 
politicians and 

international human rights 
groups for failing to 
pbserve the rule of law in 
rift detention of Hamas 
prisoners. 


Holy See, Palestinian leaders form mixed 
commission to develop church’s services 


VATICAN CITY (VIS) — 
Following is the complete 
text of a communique 
released Thursday by the 
Holy Sec Press Office on 
the formation of a mixed 
commission between the 
Holy See and Palestinian 
leaders. 

“The idea of forming a 
mixed commission 

brtwcen ihe Holy See and 
Palestinian leaders cer- 
tainly did not originate 
only in recent days. It had 
been expressed a number 
of times by both parties 
and finds its foundation in 
the joint communique 
released Oct. 25, 1994, 
with which relations 
between the Holy See and 
the Palestinian Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) were 
made official and a PLO 
office or representation to 
the Holy See was opened. 

"The past few days’ 
sojourn in Rome of the 
director of said office. Afif 
Safieh. has made it possi- 
ble to speak again about 
the idea and to project its 
realisation, even if for 
now it has not been decid- 
ed who will comprise the 
mixed commission, or 
when the first meeting 
will be held. It is foreseen 
that, when this happens, 
an agenda and a work 
methodology will have to 
be established together. 

“The scope of the com- 
mission will basically be 
to develop a juridical 


statute of the Catholic 
Church in the Palestinian 
territories, which will take 
into account the various 
aspects of the services that 
it carries out: “spiritual, 
educational, and social,’ as 
stated in the joint commu- 
nique of 1994. 

"It will certainly be pos- 
sible to talk about 
Jerusalem, but, obviously, 
not to negotiate its ’sta- 
tus.' The different aspects 
of the Holy City must be 
the object of attention and 
collaboration on the part 
of both the Israeli and 
Palestinian parties, and of 
the international commu- 
nity. According to the 
Holy See. the latter must 
commit itself to guaran- 


teeing the maintenance of 
the identity of the Holy 
City as a religious and 
cultural patrimony 

belonging to all of 
mankind. 

‘The Palestinian mem- 
bers of the mixed commis- 
sion will be able to repre- 
sent the PLO and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority, insofar as it can 
operate in the 
international sphere. The 
foreseen ■ and essential 
direct participation of the 
local church in every stage 
of the work will make it 
possible to easily over- 
come any problems that 
may arise.” 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


14:10 .Twinkle 

14:30 French Programmes 

16:15 Prayers 

16 JO Believe and Behave 

17:00 -NBA 

18:00 Neighbours 

18 JO News Headlines 

18 J5 —You Bet Your Life 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Ramadan Talks 

19:35 _ Perspective 

30:00 Cinema, Cinema 

20J0 ....Prism 

21:10 .Time Trax 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature film: “No Greater 
Love'' 

23 J9 .Country Music 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:11 - -Fajr 

06 J2..„. (Sunrise) Duha 

11:46 Dhuhr ■ 

14J6 'Asr 

16 -59 Maghreb 

18:21 - *Wn 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment qf Meteorology 
Sunny and relative warm 
weather conditions will prevail 


with clouds appearing at differ- 
ent at tirades and winds south- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be warm, winds northerly- 
moderate. and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp.. 

Amman 05/16 

Aqaba 10/22 

Deserts .03/16 

Jordan Valley 10/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15 Aqaba 22 Humidi- 
ty readings: Ammon 51 per cent. 
Aqaba 50 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Bassam Karadsbeh 4389200 
Dr. Abdul WahabAwad 841070 


Dc Ramzi Mazzavri 894788 

Dc Salman Daboubi 776751 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ...,637660 


Najib pharmacy 847632 

CRB ID: 

Dc Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy * — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dc Samir Al Lawzi 989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy .985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

661 IN 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 HI. 


637777 

Fur Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoOce 896390 

Public Security' Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory-assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs .623101 


Abdali Telephone Repairs 


661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6S0I00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 44- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

8 1381 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Aldleh Maternity, J. Amn. 

"......642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

.642362 

Madias. J. Amman 636 1 40 

Palestine. Shmdsani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital..^? 227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 6ti4 1 64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al -Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 
775 NI/26 


Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/5U 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

» (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

09 1900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al Hikarn Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Rasma Hospital 

,102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

102)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314! 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified, information 


on other flights is obtained cm 
telephone (44) 52700 or (44) 
523250. 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


09J0 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:10 Damascus. Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

12:00 — Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 —New York. Amsterdam) RJi 

1*3® Cairo (RJ) 

17: 40 London. Berlin (RJ) 

23:50 Frankfurt (RJ) 

02:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ t 

05:15 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

°9J0 Al’ArishtPF) 

13:15 — Riyadh (SV» 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

18:00 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

21:10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22 JO -....Athens (OA) 

22 J5 Cairo (MS) 

23J0 London. Beirut (BA) 

23 J5 ....... Amsterdam \ KL) 

23: 45 -..Beirut (ME) 

03 *J5 Romc(AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

( No flights on Saturday) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

12:00 


12:00 

Geneva. Brussels tRJ) 

12J0 


12:30 


12:45 

..Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:45 


20.-05 

Riyadh, Dhahraa (RJ) 

20:15. 


20 JO 

Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 

...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:30 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

01J0 

Jjmaca (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:00 


1030 


14:15 

14:45 

Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

15 JO 


19:00. 

.....Dubai (EK) 

23:35. 

Cflfm (MS) 

2305. 

Damascus, Paris (AF) 

00 J5. 

— Amsterdam (KU 

03:00 

_..._A!hens (AZ) 

04:20 

Rome (OA) 

06:15. 

....Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 



I 




S ‘Vi : i 7 a ? au,t nfle; 

2 Of Khan Yunis. U ra , 
esident Bill Clinton h 
at Yasser Arafat for . 


a resunn 
[srael 


ter. 

■or- 

the 

?re. 

10 
: to 
■jcW 

P.t) 

lUS 

i\\ r. 
inc 

; 

?! J 

erc- 

iht 





• H: 


form mixfl 
irs services 



Home News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, January 17, 199S 


3 



King, Crown Prince perform Friday prayers 


King, Queen attend Arbor Day ceremony 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
Supreme Commander of 
the Jordan Armed Forces, 
joined worshippers in per- 
forming Friday prayers at 
the Southern Region Com- 
mand's mosque and lis- 
tened to Friday’s sermon, 
which focused on the val- 
ues of the fasting month of 


Ramadan. 

^The preacher praised 
King Hussein's initiative 
to donate his own house to 
orphaned children. A spe- 
cial home, known as “Dar 
A! Bir" has been estab- 
lished to care for these 
children and enable them 
to live decent lives. 

Performing prayers with 


King Hussein were the 
Aqaba governor, the 
Aqaba Region Authority 
president, senior civil and 
military officials and offi- 
cers, in addition to tribal 
chiefs and dignitaries from 
the Aqaba govemoratc. 

Also Friday, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan performed prayers 


No action to be taken 


against deputy accused of 

K- 

‘threatening national unity’ 


By Falrouz Abu-Ghazaleh 
Special rp the Jordan Times- 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Friday said it will not 
take any action against 
Deputy Ahmed Oweidi 
Abbadi who, according ro 
a government statement, 
“threatened the country’s 
nadonai unity" in a speech 
he made during Wednes- 
day’s Lower House of Par- 
liament session. 

“The Lower House is its 
own master,” Deputy 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour told the Jordan 
Times. 

In a statement issued 
Wednesday, the govern- 
ment, without naming Dr. 
Abbadi, denounced the 
deputy’s comments, which 
it said “deviated from the 
subject in discussion [the 
budget], did not tell the 
truth and used personal 
and offensive language 
when referring to public 
officials." 

The accusations Dr. 
Abbadi made against 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Jawad Anani, Minister of 
Planning Rima Khalaf and 
Minister for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi 
were "harmful to the coun- 
try's national unity aqd 
opened the gates to the 
dangers of extremism and 
fanaticism," the statement 
said. All three ministers 
are Jordanians of Palestin- 
ian origin. 

The statement also asked 
the House to take the nec- 
essary’ measures to pre- 
serve Jordan’s democratic 
process. 

But Acting Lower House 
Speaker Y'ousef Shreideh 
told the Jordan Times that 
the House will not take any 
measures against Dr. 
Abbadi. 

“Every deputy has the 
right to say what he 
wants,” Dr. Shreideh said. 

When asked why he did 
not intervene during the 
session to stop Dr. Abbadi 


from making his statement. 
Dr. Shreideh said he did 
not see any reason for his 
intervention. 

“If the government did 
not like what was being 
said then, according to 
House regulations the 
prime minister or his 
deputies could have inter- 
vened,” he said. 

According to Arabic 
dailies' reports, the gov- 
ernment asked the House 
to postpone Thursday’s 
session until today after 
House Speaker Su’d Havel 
Srour returns from Egypt. 
Dr. Shreideh declined to 
comment on the reason 
behind the postponement. 

According to Arabic 
daily A! Dustour, Dr. 
Ensour met with 20 
deputies on Thursday and 
discussed Dr. Abbadi 's 
speech and its implica- 
tions. 

Deputies Nayef Moula 
and Ra'd Bakri issued a 
statement condemning 
“any attempt that infringes 
on the country’s national 
unity, its institutions and 
the people working in 
these institutions.” 

Dr. Abbadi. a former 
police officer, lashed out at 
the government and many 
•of" its ministers and 
accused present and past 
governments of nepotism, 

' favouritism and putting the 
wrong person in the wrong 
place. 

In a long and fiery 
speech, which was carried 
live on Jordan Television, 
the deputy also culled on 
the government to stop 
granting citizenship to “the 
bedouins and citizens of 
neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries." 

“Citizenship or passports 
should be taken away from 
the [people of neighbour- 
ing Arab countries], 
because Jordanian identity 
is a great honour that 
should*’ not be given to 
those who only want to 
[take advantage of that 


privilege},” he said. 

Dr. Abbadi added that the 
country has suffered from 
unnatural population 
growth, which has had its 
effects on Jordanians and 
consequences of pollution 
and unemployment. 

According to the dean of 
the faculty of law at the 
University of Jordan. 
Mohammad Ghazwi, the 
Constitution grants 

deputies the absolute free- 
dom to express themselves 
under the dome of Parlia- 
ment. 

He said as long as the 
deputy stays on the subject 
being discussed and zo the 
articles stated in the 
House’s internal regula- 
tions. he has parliamentary 
immunity. 

The Constitution states 
that “members of the 
Lower and Upper Houses 
of Parliament have the 
freedom to speak and 
express their opinions 
within the limits of each 
House's interna) regula- 
tions. and they should not 
be held accountable for 
any vote they cast, opinion 
they express or speech they 
deliver during the House's 
sessions.” 

Therefore, Dr. Ghazwi 
said, no party can take any 
measures against . Dr. 
Abbadi. 

Dr. Abbadi and the for- 
mer editor of Shihan week- 
ly tabloid were taken to 
court in August 1996 and 
faced charges of undermin- 
ing nadonai unity, inciting 
people to criminal acts, 
and fuelling bigotry for 
statements made by Dr. 
Abbadi in an article he 
wrote for the weekly 
tabloid in June of that year 
entitled “I will be relieved 
if the Palestinians were to 
go.” 

Dr. Abbadi and the for- 
mer editor of the tabloid 
were acquitted of the 
charges two weeks before 
the Nov. 4 elections. 


New telephone exchange to 
change numbers in several areas 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As of Jan. 31. 1998. the 
new telephone exchange in Abdali district 
will begin operations, causing some 
changes in telephone numbers in parts of 
the capital, according to an announcement 
by the Jordan Telecommunications Compa- 
ny (JTG). 

The announcement said the changes will 
affect the following districts: Jabal Hus- 
sein. Jabal Nuzha, Tla'a Al Ali, the Univer- 
sity of Jordan, Wasfi Al Tall (Gardens) 
Street, and the Ministry of Interior and 
Firas circle areas. 

According to the changes, telephone 
numbers starting with 67 or 66 will have 


the number 5 added to read 567 or 566. 
Telephone numbers in the new exchange 
will have seven instead of six digits. 

The JTC said numbers starting with 68, 
69. or 60 will also have 5 added to them at 
the beginning to read 568. 569, or 560, 
while Those beginning with 70 on the left 
will be replaced with 562. For example, a 
telephone number reading 701303 will read 
5621303. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunications announced that the 
new telephone number of the post office at 
the Queen .Alia International Airport is now 
4451002. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FRENCH COMEDY 
CINEMA 

* French comedy film 
entitled “La Crise” at 
Philadelphia Cinema at 
8:30 p.m. (sponsored by 
the French Cultural Cen- 
tre). 

SECOND PLASTIC 
ART WEEK 

* Abstract (plastic) art 
by several artists at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Jan. 17. 

* Film on renowned 
Japanese-American 

sculptor Nogochi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 


7:00 p.m. 

* Lecture on manipu- 
lation of Arabic hand- 
writing in contemporary 
Arab plastic art by Dr. 
Khalid Khreis at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* Ramadan folkioric 
evenins at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Display of Noor AI- 
Hussein Foundation 
(NAF) products at the 


NAF Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre, off Wadi 
Saqra Street (Tel. 
699141/2), until Jan. 31 
(8:00 a.m.-4;00 p.m. 

* Installation by Jor- 
danian artist Ali Jabri 
(until Jan. 27). Also dis- 
playing contemporary 
Arab "artist exhibition 
(until Jan. 27) at Darat 
Al Funun, Jabal Al 
Weibdeh (Tel. 643251). 

* Works by about a 
hundred artists from 
Iraq. Syria, Sudan, 
Lebanon and Jordan at 
Hammurabi Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street, until 
Feb. 20 (Tel. 5536098). 


at the University of Jordan 
mosque and listened to the 
sermon, which focused on 
/akat (alms to the poor). 
Attending the prayers with 
Prince Hassan were Minis- 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Salam 
Abbadi and the Royal 
Court imam Ahmad 
Helayyel. 

UNESCO 

director 

announces 

plans to 

expand 

Amman 

office 

PARIS (Petra) — The 
director general of the 
United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation 

(UNESCO). Federico 
Mayor, Friday said he 
will expand the UNESCO 
office in Amman and give 
it his personal attention 
and support. 

In a statement to the 
Jordan New Agency, 
Petra, after receiving the 
credentials of Jordan's 
Ambassador to France 
Adnan Talhouni, Dr. 
Mayor welcomed the idea 
of establishing a national 
Jordanian museum to 
house the Kingdom's 
antiquities and showcase 
the region's history 
throughout the ages and 
cultures. Dr. Mayor 
promised to study the 
idea of establishing such 
a museum in Amman, 
which would be similar to 
Nouba Museum in Egypt. 

Dr. Mayor praised HLs 
Majesty King Hussein's 
role in establishing and 
maintaining regional 
peace and security, and 
commended the efforts of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
to support UNESCO 
activities. He noted the 
Queen's participation in 
international conferences 
and seminars and the spe- 
cial interest Her Majesty 
takes in such areas as 
human heritage, children, 
education and archaeolo- 
gy. 

Dr. Mayor also noted 
His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan's 
valuable contributions to 
the international debate 
on humanitarian issues 
and heritage and his 
active role and participa- 
tion in international fora 
on human heritage. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor plant an 
olive tree as part of the Arbor Day ceremonies held at 
Balqa Applied Sciences University on Thursday 


SALT (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor shared 
the Arbor Day celebration 
held Thursday on the 
grounds of Balqa Applied 
Sciences University in 
Salt with (he citizens of 
Jordan. 

The King and Queen, 
together with Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali 
and other dignitaries, 
planted olive and fruit 
trees during the celebra- 
tion. which was organised 
by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. 

King Hussein also dis- 
tributed Royal medals ro a 
number of prominent citi- 
zens and former ministers 
of agriculture in recogni- 
tion of their interest in 
greening Jordan. 

In an speech at the cere- 
mony. Minister of Agri- 
culture Mijhem Khreisha 
paid tribute to King Hus- 
sein for spearheading 
efforts towards greening 
the Kingdom and for set- 
ting an example for Jorda- 
nians in giving due atten- 
tion to tree planting. 

Mr. Khreisha noted that 
despite its meagre 
resources, Jordan has 
made major strides in 
ensuring food security and 
has been increasing 
expons of surplus fruits, 
vegetables, eggs and poul- 
try. 

Jordan's vegetable pro- 
duction rose from 45.000 
ionnes in 1952 to 1.3 mil- 
lion tonnes in 1996. while 


fruit production rose from 

38.000 tonnes to 486,000 
tonnes and red meat pro- 
duction increased from 

2.000 tonnes to 16.000 
tones in the same period, 
according to the minister. 

Other current production 
totals include SG0 million 
eggs. 100,000 tonnes of 
poultry. and 155.000 
tonnes of milk annually, 
he said. 

The agricultural sector 
employs !? percent of the 
Kingdom’s total manpow- 
er. 'the minister stated, 
adding that agricultural 
exports in 1996 accounted 
for 15.4 per cent of the 
Kingdom’s total ex pons 
and earned the country 
JDI60 million. 

The minister also 
reviewed plans by the 
Ministry of Agriculture to 
boost food production and 
reclaim land for this pur- 
pose. He noted that the 
Kingdom bas reclaimed 
6S0T0OO dunums within 
the Zarqu River basin and 
258.00U dunums in the 
arid Hammad Basin area, 
near the Iraqi border, over 
the past few years. 

Referring to tree sapling 
production, he said the 
Ministry of Agriculture's 
nurseries last year pro- 
duced more than nine mil- 
lion fruit and forest tree 
saplings which, the minis- 
ter said, are being planted 
by individuals and organi- 
sations on thousands of 
dunums of land during the 
current winter season. 


Taking parr in the tree- 
planting ceremony were 
the speakers of Parlia- 
ment. the chief of the 
Royal Court, senior court 
and government officials, 
members of Parliament, a 
number of ambassadors 


and high-ranking army 
officers. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture plans to plant 50,000 
tree saplings on 500 
dunums of land on the 
grounds of the permanent 
site of the university. 


Nine more charged with attempted murder 
of Iraqi diplomat, bringing total to 1 1 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The number of 
Iraqis charged with the 
attempted murder of the 
Iraqi charge d’affaires in 
Amman has increased from 
two to .11, according to the 
transcript of interrogations 
conducted by the Criminal 
CourL 

Earlier investigations indi- 
cated that six Iraqis were 
involved in the attack 
against Rahim Tahir, 45. on 
Jan. 3. including his son 
Samir and his mother-in- 
law Houriyah Abbas Kazim. 

Two suspects. Qasim 
Rajihi, 26, and Ja'afar 
No’uman. 29. were origi- 
nally charged with attempt- 
ed murder, w'hile Ahmad 
Tae'i, 28. and Ahmad 
Muhsin, 24, were charged 
with complicity in the 
attack. 

But the Criminal Court's 
transcript, which was made 
available to the Jordan 
Times on Friday, showed 
that Mr. Tae’i and Mr. 
Muhsin. along with five 
other Iraqis who were origi- 


nally being treated as wit- 
nesses, have now been 
charged with attempted 
murder. 

The report identified the 
new- suspects as Hameed 
Rashid Ani, 34, Namir 
Askar Ani, 23, Mohammad 
Atallah Jasim. 34, Salam 
Abood Jaza’a. ' 36,’ ’’and 
Basim Qaid Rajihi. 

Ms. Houriyah and Mr. 
Busim are living in Iraq and 
might be tried in absentia. 

Samir Taher enjoys diplo- 
matic immunity, which pre- 
vents his interrogation by 
the High Criminal Court 
prosecutor. 

Mr. Taher escaped 
unharmed after two uniden- 
tified gunmen, driving a 
blue rental car. fired one 
bullet at his car on Jan. 3 
near his residence in the 
Umm Otheinah area of 
Amman. 

The report showed that the 
suspects testified that the 
prime suspect, Qasim Raji- 
hi, was paid 20 million Iraqi 
dinars (SI 3,380) to carry 
out the assassination 
attempt against Mr. Taher. 

In his testimony. Mr. 


Qasim stated that Ms. 
Houliyah masterminded the 
attack because her son-in- 
law was allegedly in love 
with another woman and 
was about to marry her. 

The testimonies’ indicated 
that Mr. Taber was previ- 
. ously ..subjected, to five 
' unsuccessful attempts on 
his life, including one in 
Baghdad and four in Jordan. 

The transcript said the 
four attempts by the sus- 
pects in Jordan failed due to 
“the heavy security around 
Arab and foreign diplomats 
in the country'." 

The first attempt on his 
life occurred last September 
near his house in the Zuy- 
nouneh area in Baghdad. 
The attack was carried out 
by Qasim and his brother 
Basim with a machine sun. 
which failed to work during 
the attempt. 

Mr. Qasim previously 
attempted to enter Jordan 
using forged passports, 
bearing false names includ- 
ing Jouma'a Abdul Housin 
Shahid and Adnan Sadiq 
Ja’afar, to carry out the 
attack. 


Following the attack, he 
tried to leave the country but 
was arrested ar Al Karameh. 
a post on the Jordanian bor- 
der with Iraq. 

He testified that he used 
an Iraqi-made silencer- 
equipped pistol named 
Tareq, which was seized 
\Wth' him following' his 
arrest. 

The investigations also 
revealed that officials at the 
Iraqi passport department in 
Baghdad were involved in 
forging the passports used 
by the suspects. 

In rhe attempts against Mr. 
Taher. the suspects used six 
rental cars and lived in sev- 
eral fiats in the Kingdom. 

The charges filed against 
the 1 1 suspects include 
attempted murder, using 
false passports, possession 
of an unlicensed gun. insti- 
gation to murder and con- 
cealing a crime. 

The High Court Prosecu- 
tor who investigated the 
case, Emad Keilani. is 
expected to request that 
Samir Taher's diplomatic 
immunity be lifted for fur- 
ther investigation. 


Islamic Action Front seeking resumption of 
cooperation with government — Arabiyat 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Relegated to 
the fringes of the political 
arena as a result of their deci- 
sion to boycott last Novem- 
ber’s general elections, the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) is 
now asking the government 
to bring them back into the 
fold. 

Though out of Parliament, 
the IAF is “still the first oppo- 
sition party in the country, 
and we are still leading a 
coalition of 12 parties, inde- 
pendents and the Union of 
Professional Associations. 
The government should take 
that into consideration." 
newly elected IAF Secretary 
General Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
said Thursday in an interview 
with the Jordan Times. 

Jordan’s strongest political 
party, at the head of the three- 
month-old National Reform 
Forces (NRF). a coalition of 
opposition groups ranging 
from communists to national- 
ists, did not intend the boy- 
cott of the last elections as a 
long-term policy, but rather 
as a tactical decision. Dr. Ara- 
biyat stressed. 

“We are asking the govern- 
ment to resume dialogue on 
the major political issues and 



Abdul Latif Arabiyat 


we affirm that we are ready 
for dialogue at any time." he 
stated 

In his second week at the 
head of the front. Dr. Arabiy- 
at, elected by acclamation to 
secede another “dove." veter- 
an politician Ishaq Farhan, 
said a new elections law' is 
one of the main concerns of 
the IAF, and urged the gov- 
ernment not to leave the 
Islamists aside in consulta- 
tions on this issue. 

“We expect the government 
and Parliament to work with 
us to have clean elections, a 
good elections law and a 


good administration for the 
next elections," said the 64- 
year-old U.S. -educated 
leader, who is also a former 
Lower House speaker. 

Strongly criticising the 
Nov. 4, 1997 elections as 
“projecting a poor image of 
Jordan abroad" Dr. Arabiyat 
demanded that “equality be 
the main feature of the new’ 
elections law.” 

Officials announced a few 
weeks ago that the govern- 
ment has prepared a draft 
elections law and said they 
expected it to be submitted to 
the Lower House before the 
end of Parliament's first ordi- 
nary session, in March. 

According to officials, the 
new law would divide the 
Kingdom into as many con- 
stituencies as the number of 
deputies io be elected and 
lower the voting age from 19 
to 1 8. 

The Islamists are also 
demanding that religious and 
ethnic minority quotas be 
abolished — nine of die 80 
Lower House seats are cur- 
rently allocated to Christians, 
while three are allocated to 
Checbens/Ciicassians — and 
that the newly drawn con- 
stituencies be equal. 

“The first requirement is 
that the people be convinced 


by the new law. so that they 
will exercise their right io 
vote." Dr. Arabiyat said, 
adding dial the November 
elections' ram out “did not 
even reach 20 per cent in 
many urban areas, which is a 
very bad sign for our democ- 
racy." 

The last elections, clouded 
by widespread allegations of 
fraud and irregularities, were 
boycotted by the Islamists 
and other groups in protest 
against the one- person, one- 
vote system and government 
policies, which the opposi- 
tion said were lowering the 
ceiling of public freedoms. 

The boycott decision, how- 
ever, took its toll in the Islam- 
ic movement, widening the 
traditional gap between 
“hawks," who supported it. 
and “doves." who advocated 
participation. 

Two moderate leaders who 
participated — and won — in 
the elections were expelled 
by the IAF’s mother organi- 
sation. the powerful Muslim 
Brotherhood, for not comply- 
ing with the movement’s 
directive. 

However, Dr. Arabiyat 
affirmed that “the boycott 
decision strengthened the 
front." 

“It was a trial, and we 


passed it." he said 

“Our popularity is even 
greater now, because the peo- 
ple and several politicians 
now understand our reasons 
and realised that we were 
right [in boycotting the elec- 
tions] because they have seen 
the results of those elections," 
he added 

Playing down differences 
between hawks and doves, 
Dr. Arabiyat started his term 
as secretary general under the 
motto "Reconciliation," and 
indicated that “the unification 
of major trends in the front" 
was one of his main objec- 
tives. 

“The mere fact that Ham- 
mam Said [a former deputy, 
well-known for his hard-line 
stands] is my deputy now 
proves that reconciliation 
among different trends is not 
only possible, bur has already 
been achieved at many lev- 
els,” Dr. Arabiyat said. 

'The main problem 
between moderates and hard- 
liners is not a matter of prin- 
ciples or political choices, but 
of how to achieve our goals, 
[and] which strategies ro 
use.” he explained 

“We have to be practical 
and pragmatic, to build on 
what we have in our hands at 
the moment,” lie urged 




4 World News 
Relentless rains in Kenya 

make aid, recovery impossible 


Jordan Times, Saturday, January 17, 1998 


Croatia set to regain last Serb-held 
area with U.N. mission’s departure 



Bosnian Croat Vlatko Kupreskic adjusts his head- 
phones prior to his first appearance before the judges of 
the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia in The Haggle (Reuters photo) 


NAIROBI (AFP? — 
Torrential rains which 
started pounding East 
Africa three months ago 
are making immediate 
recovery almost impossible 
as they pour down without 
let-up in Kenya, the U.N. 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) said Friday. 

A WFP; assessment team 
which has just visited 
Kenya's ( worst-hit north- 
eastern province said food 
supplies for 300,000 people 
in the region were severely 
threatened. 

Many ; villages were 
under water and families 
living in' makeshift huts 
have haditheir homes, per- ' 
sonal property, livestock 
and crops destroyed by the • 
floods. WFP spokeswoman 
Lindsey Davies told .AFP. 

“North-Eastern Province 
will continue to be 


DHAKA (AFP) — 
Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed 
Friday urged her Pakistani 
counterpart Nawaz Sharif to 
take back some 2403)00 of 
his people stranded here 
since the 1971 Bangladesh 
independence. 

‘The Bangladesh prime 
minister explained that it 
was a humanitarian issue 
and taking care of such 
large number of people was 
also an economic burden for 
us," host Foreign Secretary 
Mostaftzur Rahman told 
reporters after the two lead- 
ers held hour long official 
talks. 

He said Mr. Sharif agreed 
the problem should be 
solved, but there was “no 
commitment" as to when 
the •240:000“- ■ ■ stranded' 
Pakistanis, called Biharis. 
would eventually be taken 
back. 

The talks were held as Mr. 
Sharif started a tworday 
official visit to Bangladesh, 
his first after being elected 
back to office last year. The 
two sides also signed a cul- 
tural cooperation agree- 
ment 

Mr. Sharif also participat- 
ed in the first ever tri-nation 
Business Summit with India 
held here Thursday. Indian 
Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral left for home 
late Thursday after joining 
the summit. 


TOWNSVILLE. Australia 
(AFP) — First it was 
floods, then a plague of 
spiders and snakes. Now 
north Queensland is bat- 
tening down the hatches 
as a powerful cyclone 
heads for land, the Bureau 
of Meteorology said 
Friday. 

Cyclone Katrina, a cate- . 
gory three system packing . 
winds of up to 250 kilo- 
metres per hour, is cur- 
rently the same severity as 
cyclone Tracey which 
destroyed Darwin in 1 974. 

State Emergency 

Services (SES) 

spokesman Bob Me Lagan 
said it was a race against 
the clock. “There’s a lot of 
debris around the place 
and if a cyclone comes it 
could become dangerous." 
he said. 

The cyclone was early' 
Friday 480 kilometres 
east-north-east of: 

Cooktown in 

Queensland’s north and 
moving in a south-south-, 
westerly direction at 
seven kilometres an hour. 

Bureau of Meteorology 
forecasters expect it to 
cross Australia's east 
coast somewhere between 
Townsville and the tourist 
playground of Cairns in 
the next few days. 

State Emergency 

Services Minister Mick 
Veivers urged all north 


unreachable until March at 
the earliest because most 
roads are under water or 
completely washed away.” 
she said. 

Ms. Davies said that it 
had been expected that the 
unseasonal heavy rains, 
caused by the El Nino 
weather phenomenon, 
would ease up early in 
February, but this was now 
doubtful. 

'The compounded 
impact of the heavy rains 
and already flooded areas 
makes it' difficult for an 
immediate recovery to take 
place, due to paralysis of 
markets and transport sys- 
tems" she added. 

Consequently, the WFP 
plans to extend its opera- 
tions in the region, requir- 
ing additional food and 
transport, estimates of 
which are currently being 


In another development, 
the Sammilito Naris Samaj 
(SNS), a leading women's 
right group, in a statement 
demanded that Pakistan 
should make an “apology 
for the crimes committed by 
the Pakistani armed forces 
during Bangladesh's inde- 
pendence war." 

“Continued silence over 
the genocide of unarmed 
people and rape of/ women 
of Bangladesh would make 
a mockery of the principles 
of democracy and human 
rights," the statement said. 

The SNS gave a petition 
of their demands to the 
Pakistani high commission 
Thursday. More than 25.000 
were raped by the Pakistani 
troops hrid their collabora- 
tors during the nine-month 
war. - 

The Urdu-speaking 
Biharis refused to accept 
Bangladeshi citizenship and 
have been waiting in camps 
to return to Pakistan. 

The Biharis. who migrat- 
ed from India's Bihar state 
after partition in 1947. sided 
with the Pakistani army dur- 
ing the 1971 independence 
war that saw Bangladesh 
created from the former 
East Pakistan. 

Mr. Rahman said both 
leaders agreed to boost 
bilateral relations, particu- 
larly economic, adding that 
Dhaka and Islamabad were 
bound by “historical ties." 


Queensland residents 
recovering from record 
flooding to prepare for 
worsening weather. 

In Townsville to inspect 
clean-up operations from 
the flooding that devastat- 
ed this port city, Mr. 
Veivers said: “We should 
never underestimate the 
power of nature." 

He advised residents to 
stock up on bottled water, 
medical supplies and 
tinned food and to ensure 
they had a portable radio 
with fresh batteries, torch- 
es. cooking gear and spare 
clothing. 

Residents here have 
spent the week cleaning 
up from a record S3 cm. 
deluge of rain which bat- 
tered the city and sur- 
rounding areas over a 
four-day period, causing 
an estimated 50 million 
Australian dollars (S33.5 
million) in damage. 

Dozens of houses were 
badly damaged or washed 
away, road and rail links 
cut and at least one person 
died. 

Mr. McLagan said there 
were still tree branches 
and other debris, such as 
damaged fridges and 
cookers left on footpaths 
for collection by council 
workers, scattered around 
the city. 

“If it's still there ( when 
the cyclone hits), ir could 


worked out. 

The rains have also con- 
tinued to pound the rest of 
the country in the past 48 
hours, according to latest 
press reports. 

In neighbouring Eastern 
Province, many roads and 
bridges connecting districts 
have been washed away, 
maki ng com mu ter travel 
almost impossible, forcing 
many, parents in Kitui. 
Makueni, Machakos and 
Kibwezi districts even to 
transport their children to 
school, on bicycles. 

Even the main Nairobi- 
Mombassa highway, the 
trade artery for Kenya. 
Uganda and eastern Zaire, 
is threatened as the rains 
continue to pound the 
country. 

Torrential rains have also 
caused landslides, particu- 
larly in Central Province 


Mr. Sharif proposed 
establishing a previously 
agreed joint body to exam- 
ine assets and liabilities to 
be shared by the two south 
Asian; countries that 
remained unresolved since 
Bangladesh's indepen- 
dence: 

Mr. Rahman stressed that 
trade and economic issues 
dominated the talks and Mr. 
Sharif proposed regular 
consolation among trade 
bodies as well as between 
the foreign secretary or for- 
eign | ministers’ level to 
monitor economic and 
bilateral relations. 

The : trade balance is heav- 
ily in favour of Pakistan 
which imports goods worth 
only S39 million, compared 
to Bangladesh imports of 
S65 million. 

Mr. ■ Sharif described the 
business summit as a 
"courageous step" by 
Sheikh Hasina and urged 
that a mechanism bet estab- 
lished to keep its momen- 
tum and continuity. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Sharif 
held ; talks Friday with 
Bangladesh's President 
Shahabuddin Ahmed and 
flew by an air force heli- 
copter to nearby Savar dis- 
trict where he placed 
wreaths at the National 
Martyrs' Memorial dedicat- 
ed to those who died during 
the independence war fight- 
ing against the Pakistanis. 


spell trouble.” he said. 

To add to their woes, 
residents here were 
warned Thursday to be 
alert for deadly snakes, 
spiders and scorpions 
lurking in the floodwaters. 

North Queensland 
Assistant Police 

Commissioner Neil Kirby 
said there had been a 
noticeable increase in the 
number of people treated 
for bites. 

“Snakes in particular 
pose a high potential for 
serious illness and even 
death.” he warned. 
"People should be alert." 
..Australia is home to 
some of the deadliest 
snakes in the world. The 
clean-up effort continued 
in the area Friday with the 
airlift of 20 people strand- 
ed for six days in the tiny 
mountain village of 
Paluma north of here. 

They had been without 
power since the weekend 
and their way out blocked 
by landslides. 

Army experts, mean- 
while. were blowing up 
rocks to clear roads. They 
were planning Friday to 
blow up one huge rock 
threatening to cause fur- 
ther damage to the 
remains of an internation- 
al tourist resort on 
Magnetic Island where 12 
units were destroyed by a 
landslide. 


and Mount Kenya region, 
some of which have 
destroyed homes or 
blocked roads. 

Last Tuesday, Agriculture 
Minister Musalia 

Mudavadi warned that the 
country was likely to expe- 
rience severe famine this 
year due to too much rain 
and floods, estimating that 
some 52 million hectares of 
cultivated land were threat- 
ened with destruction. 

The Daily Nation news- 
paper. in an editorial 
Wednesday, urged the gov- 
ernment to make contin- 
gency plans to cope with 
the imminent food crisis. 

“The greatest danger to 
the entire country will 
come from the combined 
impact of the current 
destruction and the after- 
math of this unusual weath- 
er.” the newspaper said. ■ 


‘Clinton 
will again 
suspend 
Helms - 
Burton 
measure 9 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton 
Friday will again sus- 
pend part of the contro- 
versial Helms-Burton 
law that seeks to punish 
some foreign companies 
doing business with 
Cuba. White House 
spokesman Michael 
McCurry said. 

Mr. Clinton already has 
taken such a step three 
times since he signed 
Helms-Burton into law in 
March 1996. His action 
Friday would suspend 
that part of the law for 
another six months. 

Under Title III of 
Helms-Burton. U.S. citi- 
zens whose properties 
bad been confiscated by 
Fidel Castro's 

Communist regime can 
sue. in U.S. courts, for- 
eign companies that used 
those properties. 

The law has angered 
many U.S. trading part- 
ners including the 
European Union. Canada 
and Mexico. They con- 
sider it an extraterritorial 
application of U.S. law. 

The White House 
announcement comes 
just days before Pope 
John Paul II is set to 
make his historic visit to 
Cuba. The Pontiff is 
strongly opposed to the 
decades-old U.S. eco- 
nomic embargo against 
the island nation. 

Mr. McCurry spoke to 
reporters Thursday in 
New York where the 
president was travelling. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A 
European call for Australia 
to stop uranium mining on 
Aboriginal territory was 
welcomed Friday by 
Aboriginals and conserva- 
tionists but dismissed as 
hypocrisy by Deputy Prime 
Minister Tim Fischer. 

The European Parliament 
backed its plea by calling 
on member states to ban 
imports of uranium from 
mines where indigenous 
landrights were compro- 
mised. and asked its human 
rights sub-committee to 
monitor the Australian case. 

The mine site at Jabiluka. 
owned by Energy 
Resources of Australia 
(ERA), borders World 
Heritage-listed Kakadu 
National Park in the 
Northern Territory. 

The mine has been con- 
demned by Australian 
Aborigines and environ- 
mental groups which com- 
bined in an appeal for intcr- 


VUKOVAR. Croatia (AFP) 
— Croatia was Thursday to 
regain control of its entire 
territory when a U.N. mis- 
sion withdrew from the 
once Serb-held region of 
Eastern Slavonia, putting a 
symbolic end to the 1991- 
95 Croatian war. 

U.N. administrator 

William Walker was to hand 
over control of the region, 
seized by Serb rebels in mid 
1991, to the Croatian presi- 
dent’s chief of staff, Hrvoje 
Sarinic. at a ceremony in the 
former frontline village of 
Borovo Naselje, just outside 
Vukovar. 

The handover, which 
began shortly after midday 
(1100 GMT) Thursday, puts 
into place another keystone 
in the ongoing peace 
process in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

It was agreed in the 1995 
Erdut peace accords 
between Zagreb and the 
rebel Serbs but restoration 
of Croatian control was 
delayed to avoid a flight by 
Serb residents. 

U.S. envoy Robert 
Gelbard. Thursday hailed 
the end of the U.N. mandate 
in Eastern Slavonia, and 
urged Zagreb to respect 
human rights and to contin- 
ue with refugee return. 

Some 80.000 Croats were 
driven from Eastern 
Slavonia when it was cap- 
tured by the Serbs and tens 
of thousands of Serbs 
flocked to the region in 
1995 to escape Croatian 
army offensives against 
other former Serb-held 
areas. 

Reading a message from 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
at the ceremony, he said that 
the United States and the 
international community 
would continue to remain 
engaged. 

“We expect Croatia to ful- 
fil its responsibilities, to 
guarantee equal treatment 
and full protection of the 
rights of all of Croatia’s cit- 
izens." he said. 

“The peace will not be 
complete until all of 
Croatia's people can return 
to their homes." he said. 

To calm outstanding 'Inter- 
nationa] concerns. Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 
Wednesday gave assurances 
that Zagreb would continue 
to meet its obligations over 
Eastern Slavonia after the 
Uniied Nations leaves. 


SHANGHAI (AFP) — 
Shanghai authorities are 
cracking down on growing 
numbers of illegaf under- 
ground publications said to 
contain undesirable politi- 
cal content, a newspaper 
reported Friday. 

The Youth Daily said the 
publications “Princelings 
of the Communist Party of 
China" and “Who Killed 
Lin Biao". plus more than 
40 other titles with “grave 
political problems" were 


national pressure to stop it 
operating. 

The resolution urged 
Canberra to stop the project 
out of respect for the status 
of Kakadu National Park as 
a World Heritage site, for 
the landrights of Aboriginal 
people and for the Vienna 
Declaration on indigenous 
rights. 

Proposed by the European 
Green Group, the resolution 
described the sites as being 
of significance for the cul- 
tural heritage of Aboriginal 
peoples. 

It also noted a resolution 
by Australia's senate in 
October calling on the gov- 
ernment not to proceed 
with the project and stated 
that Jabiluka as well as 
ERA'S nearby Ranger ura- 
nium mine were on recog- 
nised Aboriginal territory. 

Australian Conservation 
Foundation (ACF) Acting 
Director Marie Horstman 
described the resolution as 


Mr. Tudjman. who started 
the drive to independence 
from Belgrade in 1990. has 


sold in private book shops 
and unlicensed stalls. 

Lin Biao. who was 
accused of plotting to kill 
Mao Zedong, died in a 
plane crash in 1971. 

The books were under- 
stood to be published over- 
seas and entered China in 
late last year before being 
illegally copied, reprinted 
and distributed through 
underground channels 
around the country, the 
report said. 


a strong sign of growing 
international concern about 
uranium mining in environ- 
mentally important areas. 

"It is also a sign that 
many countries recognise 
that there is a strong link 
between trade and environ- 
ment and human rights 
issues." he said. 

But Deputy Prime 
Minister Fischer said the 
resolution could not be 
taken seriously while 
indigenous people- of north- 
ern Scandinavia had less 
Ilian one tenth the rights 
and royalty entitlements of 
Northern Territory 

Aboriginal communities. 

“1 will listen to the 
European parliament and 
their advisory resolutions 
on these matters when the 
Suomi people are treated as 
the Australian governments 
of both persuasions treat 
Aboriginals." Mr. Fischer 
said on Australia's ABC 
radio. 


long promised restoration of 
Croatian control over the 
region. 


The Shanghai Public 
Security Bureau's cultural 
unit and the News 
Publications Bureau held a 
joint meeting Thursday to 
hit out at illegally pub- 
lished materials, the report 
said. 

Shanghai publications 
market control bureau 
director Wang Jianhua 
said: ‘These publications 
seriously twisted reality 
and deliberately harmed 
the reputation of Chinese 


A spokesman for 
Resources Minister 

Warwick Parer, who gave 
the go-ahead for the mine 
late last year, said the min- 
ister would await a full 
report on the resolution 
before commenting. 

. British Green member 
Hugh Kerr, who crossed 
swords with Mr. Fischer 
during a 10-day visit to 
Australia last year to exam- 
ine land rights issues, (old 
the European Parliament 
that the motion was intend- 
ed to put Australia on 
notice. 

"And I want this parlia- 
ment to be on record that 
Europe is waiching 
Australia very carefully on 
this issue and I hope that we 
can return to it in months to 
come." Mr. Ken- said. 

Mr. Fischer had 
denounced Mr. Kerr in the 
Australian parliament dur- 
ing his visit to Australia 
when he spoke in support of 


Serb rebels seized Eastern 
Slavonia, whose main town, 
Vukovar. rem ains an emo- 
tive symbol of Croatian suf- 
fering after falling to the 
Serbs in November 1991 
following a four month 
siege. 

Zagreb seized two other 
Serb-held areas id lightning 
military operations in 1995. 
But under the Erdut 
accords, a UJ4. transitional 
administration (UNTAES), 
backed by an initial 5,000 
Russian and Belgian troops, 
was deployed for a maxi- 
mum of two years to gradu- 
ally reintroduce Croatian 
rule. 

According to !U-N. fig- 
ures, 15.000 to 20i000 Serbs 
have left over the last two 
years out of an estimated 
125.000 to 130.000 in the 
region when UNTAES 
arrived for its $480 million 
mission. 

Among those Serbs who 
have decided to remain, an 
elderly Serb lady who did 
not want to give her name 
admitted Thursday she was 
afraid, given the treatment 
of Serbs in the regions 
retaken in 1995. but said she 
saw little option but to stay. 

“We are little afraid but 
what can we do, we have to 
stay here because we have 
nowhere else to go" she told 
AFP. 

Dusko Stegnajic, 39 a 
trader in the market place, 
who in 1995 fled the south- 
ern Croatian town of 
Benkovac and now lives in 
a house originally owned by 
a Croat said he would stay 
because he cannot - return 
home. 

"I will stay here because I 
have a job and can’t return 
to my home". 

Under an agreement with 
the United Nations, some 
180 U.N. civilian police 
will remain in addition to 
international monitors, who 
will be watching closely the 
return of refugees, reconcil- 
iation and human rights.! 

According to U.N. esti- 
mates. the cost of recon- 
struction in Eastern 
Slavonia will be $1.2 bil- 
lion. But the region also has 
rich farmland, oil fields, 
direct access to the Danube 
and control over interna- 
tional road and rail links. 
The value to the Croats, 
notably those now able to 
return, is more than that, 
however. 


leaders.” 

‘The harm to society is 
very big, especially their 
influence on young stu- 
dents." Mr. Wang said. 

“We will not only strictly 
confiscate and search out 
these books, our emphasis 
will be to find tbeix source 
and where they are stored.” 

The books have been 
sold in secret and moved 
around constantly to 
escape detection, the report 
said. 


Aboriginal land rights 
across the country. 

Green leader Magda 
Aelvoet said her group 
chose to highlight Australia 
as a matter of urgency. 

“This is an explicit 
request to the Australian 
government not to proceed 
with this project given the 
fact that this site is located 
on legally-recognised 
Aboriginal territory," she 
said. 

“It is not something just 
claimed by those people, it 
is something that Australia 
itself in its legal expression 
has recognised.” . 

But she said while it was 
a strong request to 
European nations to ad the 
resolution did not force 
them to do so. 

The resolution noted that 
Canberra's environmental 
evaluation had raised con- 
cerns about the project and 
warned of the health effects 
of uranium mining. 


Bangladesh PM urges Pakistan 
to take back its stranded people 


Powerful cyclone heads for 
flood-ravaged Australian state 


Australia resists EU call to stop uranium mine on Aboriginal site 


Bosnian Croat pleads 
not guilty to warcrimes 

THE HAGUE (AFP) — A Bosnian Croat arrested last 
month on war crimes charges in a shootout with Dutch 
NATO troops pleaded not guilty Friday. 

Vlatko Kupreskic. 40. pleaded no guilty on all counts 
before the U.N.'s International Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia. 

A former soldier with the Bosnian Croat HVO. militia. he 
was arrested in the early hours of Dec. 1 8 by Dutch NATO 
troops and charged with war crimes and crimes against 
humanity for the killing of Muslim civilians in 1993 in 
Bosnia's central Lasva valley region. 

Mr. Kupreskic was shot in the leg. arm and chest while 
resisting arrest. 

“I do not understand why my Dame has been finked to 
these charges," a visibly tense Mr. Kupreskic told presid- 
ing judge Antonio Cassese. 

Judge Cassese then adjourned the hearing to me€t with 
Mr. Kupreskic 's defence lawyer. Borislav Krajina. and the 
prosecutors to examine preparations for the case. 

Mr. Kupreskic, from the central town of Vitez. was 
arrested the same day as his compatriot Anto Furundzija in 
only the second such arrests by NATO troops since they 
arrived in Bosnia in 1995. 

Shanghai cracks down on 
‘undesirable’ publications 
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India’s 
Hindu 
nationalists 
want truth 
on arms 
scandal 
before polls 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's Hindu nationalists 
Friday said documents 
/elating to a n arms scandal 
which toppled former Pre- 
mier Rajiv Gandhi should 
he made public before 
upcoming polls, news agen- 
cies said 

Atal Behari Vajpayee, 
leader of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP, Indian 
People's Party) said investi- 
gations into the payoff deaJ 
with Swedish company 
Bofors had been kept secret 
for too long. 

•'Let the people judge.” he 
told an election rally in the 
eastern city of Rourkela. 
“No justice is being done to 
the people by keeping them 
in the dark about the Bofors 
papers.” 

The United News of India 
said Mr. Vajpayee asked for 
the “immediate release" of 
the secret documents. 

Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress 
pany government fell nine 
years ago following allega- 
tions that Bofors paid bribes 
of nearly S50 million into 
secret Swiss bank accounts 
to secure a 1986 field gun 
deal worth Si. 3 billion. 

Gandhi denied any 
wTongdoing until his assas- 
sination in 1991. Thursday, 
his Italian-bom widow 
Sonia told an election rally 
that her husband was inno- 
cent and dared the govern- 
ment to prove his involve- 
ment. 

"My husband has been a; 
victim of malicious slander" 
in the Bofors case." she said 
on a campaign tour for her 
husband's ailing Congress 
party — wracked by 
infighting and corruption 
charges against top leaders 
in recent years. 

"Since my husband was 
killed, six governments 
have come and gone, five of 
them belonging to the oppo- 
sition. Yet the truth (about 
the scandal) is to be 
revealed." 

Mr. Vajpayee said his 13- 
day government, which 
took office as the largest 
parliamentary party after the 
1996 elections but forced to 
quit over its failure to prove 
legislative majority, would 
have closely followed the 
case. 

"If 1 had continued, I 
would have come out with 
the findings of the Bofors 
scandal," he said. 

Bofors, which has been 
blacklisted by India, has 
admitted paying the bribes 
but has not said who 
received the money. An 
investigation has been 
undertaken both in India 
and Sweden. 

The Swiss bank docu- 
ments were turned over to 
Indian authorities in January 
1997, and a criminal inves- 
tigation is under way. So far, 
34 people, including Gand- 
hi, have been named as pos- 
sible recipients. 

Mr. Vajpayee’s party, 
widely tipped to top the 
national elections but fall 
short of a clear majority, has 
made the scandal one of its 
major electoral planks. 

The 1 12-year-oid Con- 
gress, which dominated 
Indian politics for some four 
decades after 1947. is lag- 
ging behind the Hindu 
nationalists in poll surveys. 
But Sonia Gandhi's cam- 
paigns are expected to boost 
the parry's waning appeal. 

Analysts have warned that 
Sonia Gandhi could come 
under attack from the oppo- 
sition, chiefly over the 
Bofors scandal, as she steps 
up her profile in the run up 
to the staggered elections. 

The BJP had earlier target- 
ed Gandhi, who acquired 
Indian citizenship in 1986. 
over her birth saying a "for- 
eigner” had no right to be in 
domestic politics. The 51- 
year-old widow launched 
her political career with an 
election campaign last 
week. 



CELEBRATION: Mir space station commander Anatoly Solovyov, 
(ngnt), marking his 50th birthday in orbit Jan. 16, listens to a telegramme of 
congratulations from Russian President Boris Yeltsin being read out by Mis- 
sion Control. Looking on and applauding are flight engineer Pavel" Vino- 
gradov (left) and American astronaut David Wolf (Reuters photo) 


Hun Sen advisor slams idea of peace 
talks with Cambodian resistance 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
A senior advisor f« Cambo- 
dian strongman Hun Sen 
Friday blasted appeals for 
the govemmenr io negoti- 
ate with resistance forces 
loyal to deposed co-Pre- 
mier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh calling them 
“unacceptable "interfer- 
ence.'’ 

Hor Namhong. Cambo- 
dia's ambassador to France, 
levelled the attack from 
Paris as leading dissident 
Sam Rainsy met Hun Sen 
to discuss the ceasefire and 
deliver a message to him 
regarding the issue from 
the Thai foreign minister. 

‘To force the royal gov- 
ernment of Cambodia to 
agree to a ceasefire with the 
rebels in order to have a 
free and fair election is 
unacceptable interference 
in the Internal affairs of 
Cambodia." Hor Namhong 
said in a statement released 
by the foreign ministry. 

Cambodia “can never 
accept such a dictate from 
anyone." 

Hor Namhong. one of 
Hun Sen's most influential 
foreign policy advisors, 
said the powerful second 
prime minister's willing- 
ness to accept resistance 
soldiers back into ihe army 
should they stop fighting 
was a more than generous 
offer. 

“They are committing a 


real armed uprising," he 
said. "In other states, these 
soldiers and officers would 
certainly face court mar- 
shals. 

“To sign an agreement 
with these soldiers would 
mean purely and simply 
denying the existence of 
the state and (be) an 
encouragement to other 
armed uprisings and also 
(the) disintegration of 
Cambodia. No government 
can afford to take such a 
responsibility.” 

Soldiers loyal to the 
prince have been battling 
Phnom Penh's troops in 
Cambodia's north and 
northwest since July when 
Prince Ranariddh was 
effectively ousted in a 
weekend of fierce fighting 
in the capital. 

Hun Sen has rejected sev- 
eral appeals for a ceasefire 
and peaeetalks and 
demanded the resistance 
unilaterally lay down their 
arms. 

His conditions have been 
rejected by the resistance 
which has described them 
as "insulting." 

Thursday Sam Rainsy, 
who has placed himself in 
the role of mediator 
between the two sides, 
returned to Cambodia from 
Europe and Thailand brim- 
ming with optimism for a 
ceasefire which he and oth- 
ers say is necessary for 


July's scheduled elections 
to be free and fair. 

The dissident said he 
would deliver a message io 
Hun Sen from Thai Foreign 
Minister Surin Pitsuwan 
that he believed would help 
affect an end to the fighting 
by tlie end of the month. 

He would not reveal 
details of the message, but 
said it was "partly" the rea- 
son tor his optimism. 

Sum Rainsy and Hun Sen 
began a closed-door meet- 
ing at Hun Sen's country' 
estate Friday afternoon but 
details of the talks were not 
immediately available. 

Hor Namhong however, 
appeared to reject any for- 
eign intervention with 
regard to the ceasefire and 
its potential effect on the 
elections. 

He said the .govern jjient 
had already demonstrated 
its commitment to free and 
fair elections and that 
preparations for the polls 
were going smoothly. 

“It is more than enough." 
he said, adding a veiled 
shot ai the Thais, whose 
recent elections have been 
marred by accusations of 
major fraud. 

"Moreover. Cambodia 
has no lesson to t learn j 
from anyone, especially 
from countries where bal- 
lot-buying is common 
practice." Hor Namhong 
said. 


Black magistrate to hear case 
against apartheid president 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
Black magistrate Victor 
Lugaju will hear the case 
against apartheid’s chief 
enforcer. ex- President 
Pieter Botha, when he 
appears next week on 
charges of snubbing South 
Africa's truth commission. 
Mr. Lugaju's office said Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Lugaju is the senior 
district magistrate in West- 
ern Cape province — still a 
bastion of the National 
Party which long presided 
over apartheid disenfran- 
chised blacks — and was 
appointed because of the 
prominence of the case, his 
office told AFP. 

Mr. Botha was served 
with a court summons earli- 
er this month after repeated- 
ly refusing to testify to the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) on his 
role as former head of the 
now-defunct State Security 
Council. 

The council is accused of 
masterminding a brutal 
reien of terror in South 
Africa’s black townships in 
the 1980s and of planning 
cross-border strikes by 
South Africa's apartheid 
defence force. 

The former head of stale 
is due to appear in court in 
the Western Cape coastal 
town of George on Jan. 23. 

Mr. Botha ruled South 
Africa from 1978 until 
19S9, and came to be hated 
and feared by blacks for his 


iron-fisted enforcement of 
the apartheid system of 
racial segregation, which 
earned him the nickname 
"Great Crocodile.” 

Under Mr. Botha's 
regime, blacks were pre- 
vented from rising to the 
rank of magistrate, though 
they were allowed to 
become prosecutors. 

Mr. Lugaju was on leave 
and not available for com- 
ment Friday, his office said. 

However, the Afrikaans- 
languuge Bee Id newspaper 
quoted the magistrate as 
having said he had “no 
problem" hearing the case. 

“All I’m concerned about 
is that justice prevails," he 
said. "Everyone is equal 
before the law. Mr. Botha is 
like any other citizen who 
has to appear in court." 

Mr. Lugaju told Beeld he 
planned to postpone the 
trial immediately to give 
him time to study all the 
documentation, and that 
next Friday's hearing will 
be a very brief affair. 

On Jan. 7. Western Cape 
attorney general Frank 
Khan announced he had 
decided to prosecute Mr. 
Botha, who turned 82 last 
week, after the former pres- 
ident three times ignored 
subpoenas from the truth 
commission. 

The TRC was set up by 
President Nelson Mandela's 
government to investigate 
political crimes by all par- 
ties in the apartheid years. 


has been empowered to 
gram some amnesties, and 
is due to make its final 
report next July. 

Mr. Khan said Mr. Botha 
will being charged with fail- 
ing to appear before the 
commission without giving 
sufficient reason, or. alter- 
natively. of obstructing the 
work of the commission. 

The apartheid leader faces 
a maximum of two years' 
jail if found guilty, and/or 
an as yet unspecified fine. 

Political parties, mean- 
while are planning to stage 
protests outside the court in 
George during Friday’s 
court appearance, Beeld 
said. 

The ruling African 
National Congress iANCj 
said it "ill “definitely” 
stage a protest against 
Botha while white 
rightwingers, who claim his 
prosecution is blatant perse- 
cution of Afrikaners by 
President Nelson Mandela's 
black -led government, have 
warned they will also lum 
up in their "thousands." 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Botha told the newspaper 
that the former president, 
the first apartheid-era head 
of state to face criminal 
charges, receives scores of 
telephone calls and taxes 
from supporters "daily." 

Media interest in the case 
has been so great that a con- 
ference hall in the court 
building is co be used to 
accommodate journalists. 
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Romanian crisis moves 
towards early elections 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Romania appeared increas- 
ingly likely Friday to face 
early legislative elections 
after a split in the ruling 
coalition widened to break- 
ing point, with the two 
main parties trading ulti- 
matums. 

President Emil Constan- 
tinescu was scheduled to 
make an address to the 
nation on television Satur- 
day as the two-week-old 
crisis threatening Christian 
Democrat Premier Victor 
Ciorbea continued. 

"If the social democrats 
(Democratic Party. DP) 
don't withdraw their 
demands for the premier to 
quit, it seems Lhe only solu- 
tion will be early elec- 
tions," said Ion Diaconescu 
of Mr. Ciorbea 's National 
Peasants’ Party tNPP-CD). 

Romania's governing 
coalition has been in tur- 
moil since the end of 
December after Mr. Cior- 
bea sacked DP Transport 
Minister Traian Basescu 
for accusing the govern- 
ment of incompetence. 

The NPP-CD. the main 


grouping in the ruling 
coalition, has issued a 
deadline of Monday for its 
junior partner, the’ DP. to 
reconsider its threat to pull 
out of the government if 
the premier is not replaced. 

The DP earlier in the 
week said it had lost confi- 
dence in the premier, and 
would withdraw its support 
if a new cabinet and new 
premier are not appointed 
by March 31. 

In a bid to resolve the cri- 
sis quickly, Mr. Ciorbea 
tendered his resignation 
Thursday evening. But his 
own party immediately 
rejected the offer, saying 
that “such a way out is not 
acceptable." 

Meanwhile President 
Constantinescu. a Christian 
Democrat, was planning to 
“begin consultations this 
weekend with the coalition 
groups in a bid to defuse 
the crisis" said presiden- 
tial aide Petru Beneanu. 

But a senior official said 
that Mr. Ciorbea will 
almost certainly have to 
go. 

'To salvaae the honour 


of the two ponies and at the 
same time save the coali- 
tion. Mr. Ciorbea would 
have to tender his resigna- 
tion. irrevocably," said the 
official, who requested 
anonymity. 

"The Christian Democ- 
rats could then negotiate 
the formation of a new 
government with the social 
democrats, without giving 
the impression of having 
given in to their demands," 
he added. 

The crisis between Mr. 
Ciorbea ’s party and its 
coalition partner has seri- 
ously hit the Romanian 
currency, the leu. which 
has lost more than four per- 
cent of its value against the 
dollar in a week. 

Last Friday, the worst 
day for the currency since 
the crisis began, it stood at 
8.360 lei officially, 
although some tourist 
change offices were trad- 
ing at 9,000 lei to the 
greenback. 

A senior official from the 
International Monetary 
Fund. Poul Thomsen, has 
postponed a planned visit 


to Romania next week to 
discuss the government's 
economic targets for 199S 
until the political situation 
becomes clearer. 

Romanian shares have 
also been rocked. "It was a 
Terrible day. Everyone 
thought the government 
was "going to fall and got 
rid of all their shares." said 
one dealer. 

The National Association 
of Importers and Exporters 
has warned that the contin- 
uing crisis will severely hit 
Romania's trade balance. 

Romania's main opposi- 
tion pany is insisting on 
early elections. The Social 
Democrats (PDSR). of 
reformed Communist for- 
mer President Ion Iliescu 
say they are the only way 
to resolve a crisis and 
restore national confi- 
dence. 

“We demand that early 
elections be organised, 
since the current coalition 
has shown it is useless,” 
said Adrian Nastase. first 
vice-president of the 
PDSR. at a press confer- 
ence this week. 


Bluebell 
flower 
could help 
treat AIDS 


LONDON (AFP) — Common 
woodland bluebells are packed 
with drugs that might one day 
provide new treatments for 
HIV infection and cancer, sci- 
entists at a government insti- 
tute in Wales have found. 

The humble flower, and its 
close relation, the harebell 
contains biologically active 
compounds which it uses as a 
defence mechanism against 
animals and insect pests. 

Two similar compounds 
extracted from species of 
legume found in Australia and 
the United States arc now 
undergoing clinical trials with 
cancer and HTV patients in the 
United States. 

Alison Watson, senior natur- 
al products chemist at the Insti- 
tute of Grassland and Environ- 
mental Research (IGER) in 
Aberystwyth, Wales, said: 
"The bluebell produces com- 
pounds very, very similar to 
them. The}’ arc not identical, 
but similar enough to get us 
excited 

IGER Thursday announced 
an alliance with British phar- 
maceutical company Xenova 
Discovery Ltd to build up a 
vast library of potentially 
money-spinning compounds 
extracted from plants. 


Source of bird flu not from China, 
but Hong Kong — WHO expert 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The source of the deadly 
bird flu, which has 
claimed six lives, could be 
in Hong Kong and not 
China a World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
expert said Friday. 

Daniel Lavanchy. WHO 
expert working to trace 
the source of the bird flu. 
said on the first day 
inspection tour of China 
that he currently did not 
believe the source of 
H5N1 virus was on the 
mainland. 

“It looks like the source 
is in Hong Kong," Mr. 
Lavanchy told govern- 
ment-run radio here. “I 
might change my opinion 
in one week, but until 
today. 1 don't think the 
source is in China" 

A 15-member WHO 
experts, epidemiologists 
and virologists from the 
WHO’s Geneva headquar- 
ters and from the U.S.- 
based Centres for Disease 
Control arrived in 
Guangzhou Friday to look 
in at the situation in 
China. 

Hong Kong’s deadly 
bird flu was earlier 
believed to have come 
from China despite Bei- 
jing's repeated denials. 

Mr. Lavanchy. 


spokesman for the group 
said: "Our work is to find 
out what is going on and 
analyse the situation, and 
how the system works." 

The WHO experts are 
hoping to trace the source 
of an outbreak of the 
H5N1 vires, previously 
only found in chickens, in 
Hong Kong's human pop- 
ulation. 

Meanwhile, the Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries Depart- 
ment conducted another 
, round of thorough cleans-., 
ing and disaffection exer- 
cise of the two poultry 
wholesale markets to 
eradicate the H5NI virus. 

U.S. researchers, mean- 
while, have unravelled the 
molecular structure of an 
avian flu virus retrieved 
from a three-year-old 
Hong Kong girl who died 
of the disease last May. 

In a study to appear in 
Friday's edition of Sci- 
ence magazine, a team 
from the U.S. Centres for 
Disease Control in 
Atlanta, Georgia said the 
isolated vires' protein 
shares characteristics with 
deadly influenza viruses 
such as the one that 
caused the 1918 global 
"Spanish flu” epidemic. 

This type of study can 
help scientists determine 


if similar viruses are cir- 
culating in the human 
population and if the virus 
is a serious threat or “sim- 
ply an isolated event," 
they said. 

The study notes that 
other viruses taken from 
human victims of the 
avian flu are similar to the 
virus isolated in Atlanta. 

A panic has led to the 
precautionary slaughter of 
all Hong Kong’s 1.5 mil- 
lion chickens as well as a 
. ban on .tmpoft$>.ofi chick- 
ens from the mainland. 

It was unlikely that the 
imports of chickens from 
the mainland would 
resume before the Chinese 
lunar new year starting 
Jan. 28. 

There were six deaths 
reported so far in 18 con- 
firmed cases and one sus- 
pected case. The condition 
of one 19-year-old woman 
has improved from poor to 
fair, while another 24- 
year-old woman is in crit- 
ical condition. 

Eleven others have 
recovered and been dis- 
charged from hospital. 

No new cases were 
reported since the mass 
slaughter of chickens in 
Hong Kong late last 
month to stop the spread 
of the fatal H5N1 vires. 


Teenagers charged with murder 
after watching horror movie 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) 
— A third teenager has 
been charged in the mur- 
der of a 37-year old 
woman whose children 
allegedly were inspired 
to kill her after viewing 
the movies "Scream" and 
"Scream 2.” police said 
Thursday. 

The woman's 16-year 
old son and 14-year old 
nephew were arrested 
Tuesday, shortly after 
Gina Castillo was found 
stubbed to death. 

Wednesday another 


nephew 1 , age 17. was 
apprehended and con- 
fessed to taking pan in 
the bloody crime, 
according to Angie 
Prewett. Los Angeles 
County deputy sheriff. 

Investigators said the 
third suspect apparently 
helped to plan the attack, 
but was not present when 
it was carried out. 

The youths apparently 
decided to kill Castillo 
after the two horror 
movies were broadcast 
on a local television 


channel, according to 
police detective Steve 
Sciacca. 

“They actually had 
planned it quite some 
time ago, but they were 
unable to carry out their 
plan because they were 
trying to raise money to 
actually buy the cos- 
tumes that were used in 
the movie, including the 
voice changer and things 
of that nature.” Mr. Sci- 
acca said. 

“Scream 2” had a high- 
ly successful debut last 


month, hauling in $39.2 
million in its opening 
weekend alone, making 
it the most successful 
December release ever 
for a Hollywood movie. 

In a statement. Dimen- 
sion Films, which dis- 
tributes “Scream” and 
“Scream 2" said it was 
“saddened by the tragic 
death of Gina Castillo." 
“Our deepest condo- 
lences go out to her fam- 
ily and friends." the 
statement said. 


THE GOURMET TOUCH 

Enhance the flavor of 
your favorite food 

Add to salads, pasta, pizza, 
rice and other dishes. 
Enjoy alone with bread, 
cheese or as an appetizer. 

Packed in pure olive oil. 
Pre-cut also available. 



100% NATURAL 

No preservatives' 

No additives 

Now at Alahlia-Abela, 
Safeway, Grand Supermarket; 
Sweet Supermarket and other 
fine food stores in Amman. 

For more information 
please call 657821 
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Realism means work 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's separate meetings 
late last week with two groups representing influen- 
tial Israeli and Jewish religious and political forces, 
though necessitated by several considerations, have 
one basic aim: to save the faltering peace process 
from collapse and put it back on track. The first 
group, Shas, is a vital member of the ruling coalition 
led by Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. On it 
depends the fate of the government, which can make 
or break the peace effort. Engaging it in a dialogue, 
therefore, is key to the future of this region as a 
whole, especially since this party believes in the 
peace process and this is a most crucial time to do the 
soul- searching necessary for success. 

The same goes for the second group whose repre- 
sentatives the lOngmeL.The.American-Israeli Public 
Affairs Committee (A1PAC), the most influential 
Israeli lobby group in the UJS. On its powerful 
organisation and work depend all Israeli govern- 
ments for continued American support both eco- 
nomically and politically. The message of the 
Monarch to them was clear enough: If the Israeli 
and Palestinian sides succumb to the extremist fac- 
tions within their constituencies and allow them to 
dictate their own agenda for their respective peoples, 
then we might as well forget about the survival of the 
peace process. , 

In this context it is easy to identify the extremists 
within the Palestinian ranks for they are the ones 
who sent suicide bombers to strike at the heart of 
Israel and lay the foundation for the rise to power by 
Israel's own hardliners. Netanyahu and people of his 
ilk obviously exemplify those political forces which 
are busy putting one hurdle after the other in the 
face of implementing Arab-Israeli accords in a solid 
effort to finish them off and preempt new ones from , 
being readied and signed. 

The Israeli expansionist and siege mentalities that ‘ 
put the highest premium on the acquisition by force 
of Arab lands are of course anathema to the intents 
and purposes of peace agreements with the Arab 
side. As the King aptly asked when addressing our 
visitors: “Shall we give in to the agenda of the radi- 
cals and short-sighted dements within the two sides 
or shall we contain this kind of leaders and peoples 
and marginalise their clout?" 

It is obvious that at this particular time attention 
should be more focused on those in power in Israel 
because unlike their Palestinian hardline counter- 
parts they are calling the shots as far as current 
deadlock is concerned. 

In the absence of an effective Arab deterrence and 
direct, even forceful U.S. intervention, only internal 
pressures from within Israel and the Jewish diaspo- 
ra can save the day. 

Realism, which has been a hallmark of Jordan's 
pursuit of peace and reconciliation in the Middle 
East, dictates the need to activate such pressures and 
mobilise the efforts of all parties concerned to sus- 
tain the drive towards our noble goal. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i strongly criticised the Algerian 
government for failing to involve its armed forces in 
action to uproot the sources of terrorism and for its 
refusal to allow the world community to help end the 
massacres in the country. The terrorises in Algeria are 
committing their atrocities and slaughtering the inno- 
cent villagers with the hope of forcing the present gov- 
ernment to give up and hand over power to them, said 
Fahed Faneii. The writer said that terrorists everywhere 
are concerned only with their own interests and they 
disregard the national or public interest as was clear in 
the terrorist attack against tourists in Egypt where these 
criminals succeeded in weakening the Egyptian econo- 
my by depriving the countiy of tourists. It is regrettable 
to see the Algerian government adamant in its position 
despite the horrible massacres which stand out as a stig- 
ma in mankind's history, said the writer. According to 
the writer, foreign powers can only help temporarily, 
but the end of the massacres can only come through a 
strong will on the pan of the Algerian government and 
its armed forces which can liquidate the sources of ter- 
ror. 

RASHID HASSAN. a writer for A1 Aswaq, described 
Israel's demand that the Palestine National Council 
scrap the Palestine national charter as a form of humil- 
iation to the Palestinian people and the Palestine 
National Authority. The council has already deleted 
articles one. two, nine. 21 and 22 of the national charter 
which call for the destruction of Israel during its meet- 
ing in Gaza in April of 1996. noted the writer. But he 
said this measure seems insufficient for Israel which 
wants the council to introduce amendments to fill in the 
saps left after the scrapping of those articles, amend- 
ments that would consecrate Lhe Jewish state’s occupa- 
tion of Palestinian land. At the same time Israel wants 
to scrap the Oslo accord and it wants to approve of 
such move and to approve of the Jewish state's ongoing 
actions of Judaisms the Holy City of Jerusalem and of 
building settlements on Arab-owned land, the writer 
continued. He said the Palestinians should halt any fur- 
ther concessions to Netanyahu, they should enhance 
their national unity' and should involve all factions in a 
united front against the common foe. 


By John Gay Yoh 

OF ALL Africa's many problems, brain draining is one 
of the issues which seems to have not triggered any 
attention of the majority of the region's leaders. In a 
recent World Bank report, it is estimated that an average 
of 23.000 qualified academic staff were emigrating from 
the black continent each year. Another disturbing recent 
estimate of Africa's brain drain says between 50.000 and 
60,000 middle and high-level managers migrated from 
the continent between! 986 and 1996. The black conti- 
nent is estimated to have lost 30 per cent of its highly 
skilled manpower, mainly ro Europe, between 1960 and 
1987. Moreover, between 1980 and 1996. it is estimated 
that 60 percent of Ghanaian doctors trained at local uni- 
versities, were working abroad: the Sudan lost 60 per 
cent of its doctors and dentists. 70 per cent of universi- 
ty lecturers. 30 per cent engineers and 40 per cent of sur- 
veyors went abroad, mainly to the Gulf region, in search 
for better life. Zimbabwe, which has been producing an 
average of 60 doctors a year, lost almost 90 per cent of 
these doctors to foreign countries. 

In June last year. I had a chance to inquire about 
African brain drain problem from Richard A. Quinby, a 
Geneva-based International Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) Operation Officer in Ethiopia, who stated that 
many qualified Africans leave the continent to study 
abroad or work abroad, planning to study for few years 
and then return home. Mr. Quinby went on to say that 
“after years of working abroad in a new country, their 
plans to return home become increasingly vague. The 
chances of finding a job suitable with their newly 
acquired professional and academic achievements and 
the cost of moving their families and belongings to 
Africa, become growing obstacles to return." 

I tend to agree with Mr. Quinby in arguing that, though 
ironic, the main route for Africa’s brain~ drain is the 
scholarship programmes for study abroad, which are in 
fact primarily aimed at the development of the region's 
badly needed human resources. In one of its recent 
reports on brain drain evaluation in the continent, the 
Addis Ababa-based U.N. Economic Commissions for 
Africa (UNECA) says that more than half of the 
Africans who went to the United States of America to 
study physics and chemistry in the 1960s never went 
back to Africa. But it is noted that from the 1980s on. 
many technocrats from the continent migrated voluntar- 
ily to the U.S. because of lack of jobs at home. 

Another aspect which is worth mentioning in this con- 
text is that, in some countries such as Somalia (before 
1991) and Cote d'Ivoire, the output or the number of 


graduates from national universities is not compatible 
with the needs of the country. This situation of course 
begs the following question: Why then do governments 
continue to adopt an education system that does not 
serve the requirements of Africa today? It is perhaps 
because these governments are responding to the wishes 
of their Western-trained middle class bureaucrats (much 
so in most Francophone west Africa), who normally 
send their children overseas to acquire good education 
and who in turn support educational systems better suit- 
ed to the needs of the industrialised nations. 

One must also add that the process of brain draining in 
the continent is exhilarated by the fact that these quali- 
fied Africans have limited options when seeking asylum 
within Africa itself. Thus those who are forced to flee 
their countries, usually because of civil wars or political 
unrest, find that the better choice is to migrate to coun- 
tries outside Africa. Frustrated by low pay. limited 
opportunities and lack of resources to carry out research 
and other academic work, Africa’s professionals have 
been heading for richer countries where their talents can 
be better applied and of course better rewarded. 

The first African immigrants were treated well in their 
host countries in Europe and easily adjusted to their new 
environment. The elimination of discrimination in the 
immigration policies in the 1960s and the 1970s of the 
U.S., Canada and Australia and the recruitmenr of labour 
to support expansion of manufacturing and services in 
northern Europe, which drew the best qualified immi- 
grants from the developing countries, worked more to 
the advantage of these African professionals. Cheap 
labour as they turned out. African professional became 
an important working class to the Western industry, at 
least until late 1970s. 

But all that open-arm welcoming of Africans and that 
cozy-fixing atmosphere suddenly changed in Europe, 
North America and the Pacific region. In fact, as of 
1990, immigration laws were amended to slow down, 
not only the immigration of African political asylum 
seekers, but also the flow of professional and academic 
immigrants. In 1995 for example. 2.800 asylum seekers 
were deported from Britain and 21.300 applicants were 
denied asylum: in 1990, 17.5 per cent of applicants were 
refused asylum, by 1995, the figure was 78.9 per cent; 
out of 4,000 asylum seekers from Nigeria. 5 were grant- 
ed asylum; out of 3.425 Ethiopian, Kenyan and 
Tanzanian asylum seekers in the same year, 59 were 
admitted: and in 1994. whereas 1.400 applicants sought 
asylum in Britain. 25,600 and 6,200 did so in Germany 
and France respectively, with Germany taking in 29 per 
cent of applicants, France 24 per cent and Britain 3.3 per 


Syria’s anti- Jordan media 
campaign under writers’ fire 


COLUMNISTS and writers in the 
local daily newspapers expressed thetr 
disapproval of Syria's stands vis-a-vis 
Jordan and tackled domestic affairs. 
Iraq. Iran and the Middle East issue 
among other topics in their columns 
published in the past week. 

Attacking Syria for its current media 
campaign against Jordan for sending 
an observer to attend the recent U.S.- 
Israeli-Turkish military exercises, a 
writer for A1 Dustour said Syria’s anti- 
Jordan stance comes at a time when 
Jordan was expressing support for 
Damascus' endeavours to regain its 
occupied territories and its water 
resources in the Golan. Oreib Rintawi 
said the Syrian campaign against 
Jordan diverted public attention in 
Syria and Jordan from the military 
exercises themselves to Syrian- 
Jordanian relations, and even those 
Jordanians who stood against the mili- 
tary exercises were shocked by 
Damascus' attitude towards Jordan. 
The writer reminded Damascus of its 
alliance with Lhe U.S. and Iran in the 
1991 and the eight-year Gulf wars 
respectively and said that Syria has 
maintained its normal relations with 
Turkey despite its apparent dismay 
over the exercises' and has continued 
its enmity towards Iraq contrary to its 
claims that it seeks an end to the suf- 
ferings of the Iraqi people. 

Riham A1 Farra. a writer for A1 Arab 
A1 Yawm. said that by calling for mil- 
itary exercises of its forces with those 
of Russia and France in response to the 
Turkish Israeli-U.S. exercises in the 
Mediterranean earlier this month. 
Damascus is trying to show its hostili- 
ty towards the U.S.. Damascus should 
have instead portrayed Israel as a 
destabilising force in the Middle East 
because it is seeking to collaborate 
with other nations in threatening Syria 
and the Arab World and should not 
have taken a retaliatory stand which 
could be interpreted as Syrian readi- 
ness to attack Israel as had been 
reported earlier in the Israeli press, 
according to the writer. The writer said 
that Syria realises that it cannot wage a 
successful war and that neither Russia 
nor France would come to its help 
should it get itself involved in conflict 
with the Jewish state. She said that 
Damascus should realise that by 
antagonising Jordan and leaning 
towards Iran and Egypt, it can by no 
means achieve any objective at a lime 
when, unlike Israel and Turkey, it has 
no superpower to back its stand. 

Sultan AJ Hattab. a writer for A1 
Ra’i. related his own experience upon 
visiting a poor district in Zarqa, saying 
abject poverty he witnessed there was 
unimaginable. He said he had seen 
poor children roaming the streets and 
alleys in cold weather with wom-out 
clothes and empty stomachs begging 
passers-by and knocking on the doors 
for food. The writer said that 
Jordanians hear calls for social soli- 
darity but seldom heed them, and very 
few of the rich extend real help to the 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA JNASRALLAH . 

poor as is demanded by religious 
teachings, especially during the month 
of Ramadan. The writer said that it is 
regrettable to see people normally 
standing in long queues during the 
month of Ramadan at bakeries and 
stores to secure more than their actual 
food needs, with little or no thought of 
the needy. He said it is hoped that the 
wealthy benefactors and the Jordanian 
people at large who are in the practice 
of extending some help to the poor to 
increase their contributions not only 
during the holy month but rather all 
the year round so that social solidarity 
can be translated into practice. 

Nicola Nasser, a writer for Al Arab 
Ai Yawm. said there is no need for 
Jordon to give safe haven for Iraqi 
opposition groups who take advantage 
of their presence here to commit 
actions against Iraq and harm Jordan's 
relations with that Arab country. 
Citing the attack on the Iraqi diplomat 
recently in Amman as an example, the 
writer said that it has been proved that 
the shooting was committed by Iraqis 
living in Jordan. While the govern- 
ment-controlled media and informa- 
tion services pursue their accusations 
of Jordan's opposition parties of being 

THE WEEK 
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linked to foreign countries, the 
Jordanian government allows Iraqi 
opposition groups to collude with for- 
eign powers against the Iraqi regime 
and continue to receive financial and 
other forms of backing for their anti- 
Iraq activities, charged the writer. He 
said during the two Gulf wars the Iraqi 
opposition stood by Iran and the U.S.- 
led coalition against Baghdad with 
disregard to their nation’s interests. He 
asked what Jordan's stand would be if 
Baghdad decided to give shelter to 
Jordanian opposition groups bent on 
harming the Kingdom's interests? 

A writer for Al Ra'i said that the 
Arabs in general and the Iraqis in par- 
ticular were deceived by Russia’s false 
promises that it would back Iraq at the 
U.N. Security' Council in the face of 
the American threats against Baghdad, 
Russia has promised Baghdad that it 
would take immediate steps to end the 
U.N.-imposed embargo on the Iraqi 
people but has defaulted to the dismay 
of the Arab masses and Baghdad, 
according to Hosni Ayesh. Likewise 
Baghdad had counted on China and 
France to come to its help vis-a-vis the 
U.S.. but Iraq and every one else was 
surprised to see these two nations suc- 
cumbing to Washington's dictates at 
the Security Council, said the writer. 


In addition, the United Arab Emirates 
and Qatar have been calling for an end 
to the embargo on Iraqi peopl^hnd-it 
was thought they would take some 
action to back their words with deeds 
during the recent Gulf summit meet- 
ing. but it turned out that all tbe Gulf 
countries, including these two states, 
declared that while they open their 
arms to welcome Iran for reconcilia- 
tion talks with its Arab neighbours 
they closed the door in the face of Iraq. 

Yasser Zaatreh, a writer for AJ 
Dustour, said that the Iranian presi- 
dent’s call for an open dialogue with 
the American people with the hope of 
improving Iranian-U.S. relations is 
illogical. He said Khatami admitted in 
an interview with the CNN that the 
U.S. foreign policies are not made in 
Washington but rather in Tel Aviv and 
therefore it is illogical to see the U.S. 
changing its stand towards Iran unless 
the latter improved its ties with the 
Jewish state. The writer said the 
Zionist lobby has a great influence on 
the U.S. administration and Congress, 
and only decisions that serve the inter- 
ests of the Jewish state are passed 
there. Since it is clear that the 
Americans are not likely to change 
their present policies towards Tehran 
except with Tel Aviv’s approval, there 
can be no hope for Khatami’s suggest- 
ed dialogue, said the writer. It is better 
for Tehran, he added, to pursue the 
implementation of the resolutions 
taken at the Tehran summit last month 
than try its hand in a losing gamble 
with the U.S. 

Tayseer Al Zibri. a wriier for al Ra’i, 
said that rhe U.S. administration's dec- 
laration towards the end of last month 
that it fully understands Israel's 
requirements for security and its pre- 
sent procrastination over the imple- 
mentation of the Oslo agreements 
makes the projected Ara/at-Clinton 
meeting in Washington pointless. If 
the Palestinian National Authority 
gears its efforts solely towards ensur- 
ing Israel's security 24 hours a day all 
the year round, it cannot guarantee that 
security at all and the U.S. administra- 
tion realises this fact, said the writer. 
Furthermore the U.S. is duty bound to 
make sure that the Israelis redeploy , 
their forces in the occupied Arab lands 
under the Oslo accord which was | 
endorsed by Clinton himself, added 
the writer. He said under that accord 
Israel ought to comply with the U.N. 
resolutions and exchange land-for- 
peace. Only through implementing 
these agreements, said the writer, can 
the security of the Jewish state be 
guaranteed. 


drain 


cent. In Italy, the number of legal immigrants was esti- 
mated in 1994 at 900.000 and illegal immigrants was 
estimated at about 500,000. The largest African immi- 
grant population in Italy is the Senegalese community 
with 27,572. followed by the Somalis 14.972. Ghanaians 
14,216, Ethiopians 13,000, in addition to Nigerians, 
Zairians and other black communities totalling between 
500 and 1,000. 

One must point out that there are lots of problems fac- 
ing these immigrants all over Europe. They are poorly 
projected by the mass media and in most cases have 
become targets for relentless physical attacks by the 
indigenous citizens. In fact I read a report last year 
about an Ivorian who runs a food store in Rome who 
told reporters that people living above his shop poured 
water on his customers each time they come to buy 
things in the shop. So. it is not any longer a question of 
highly qualified or underpaid genius guys escaping mis- 
ery of Africa and leave for better opportunities overseas, 
it has added up to be a problem ot flow of a considerable 
segment of African population, who find itself in what 
later appeared to be unwelcoming environment. 

Can anything be done to bring these immigrants and 
especially professionals back to Africa and thus stop the 
brain drain process? I doubt if it is safe to say that there 
is just one best efficient way to solve this problem. Yet. 
I think that one obvious and perhaps practical way of 
stopping the drain is to assist the residing qualified and 
experienced Africans at home: working towards retain- 
ing qualified nationals within rhe continent and assisting 
the return of African students who. without help, would 
be stranded in their countries of study. There are already 
many African students from over 20 African countries 
stranded since early 1990s in Russia (former Soviet 
Union republics), eastern Europe. Cuba and several 
Middle Eastern countries, especially Egypt, Syria and 
Lebanon. 

It is fair to say that the way African leaders behave 
will determine the outcome and the process of returning 
back all these stranded students and professionals. The 
current situation and the treatment of African immi- 
grants overseas should be looked into seriously by the 
African decision-makers. The willingness of these polit- 
ical leaders to create an atmosphere that would encour- 
age African professionals to stay and work in the conti- 
nent will definitely have stimulating impact on the IOM 
efforts to return these brains back home. 

The writer is associated researcher at the Royal 
Institute for Inter-Faith Studies in Amman. 


LETTERS 


Environment-friendly plant 


To the Editor 

I READ WITH interest L61a"KeiIariTs story on the 
issue of alleged pollution caused by the cement plant 
in Fuheis on Jan. 14. 1998. 

However. I wish the writer could take out little time 
to visit the plant and find for herself how “accurate" 
such allegations maybe. 

This plant has developed a great deal. It has benefit- 
ed from the impressive progress in the cement indus- 
try over the last few years. In many cases, especially 
in European countries, this industry has become envi- 
ronmentally friendly to a degree that it rids the society 
from domestic, medical and industrial waste. 

Despite such progress, some would not believe that 
an industry and a plant, especially a Jordanian one in 
Fuheis. could take concrete and successful measures 
to upgrade its production units and improve its envi- 
ronmental performance to meet well-established inter- 
national standards governing this industry. 

Those steps, which cost lens of millions of dollars, 
have been based on the company's commitment 
towards the preservation of clean and sustainable 
environment and on the work of a dedicated and well- 
trained staff. 

As we take pride in what we have achieved in recent 
years, we will be more than happy to receive you at 
our plant so you may "inspect" the situation on the 
ground. 

Finally, we will be grateful if Ms. Keilani would 
reveal to us a list of "European Contractors” who are 
negotiating with the company to supply them with 
cement, and the text of the “EU decision to ban 
cement production" and when such decision “goes 
into effect." 

Eng. Ibrahim Gammaz, 
Director 

Department of the Environment, 


For a free press 

To the Editor: 

IF THE Jordan Press Association (JPA) wishes to pro- 
mote a fair and free press in the Kingdom, then it's 
about time the JPA practises what is preaches. 

Its self-righteous demands for press freedom do not 
amount to much when this association attacks fellow 
journalist. (“Press Association condemns Journalists' 
Visit to Israel as L A Form of Normalisation’” Jordan 
Times. Jan, 6, 1998). 

, What is a journalist if not an investigator and, at 
times even, a provocateur? Moreover, the Kingdom’s 
journalists should be free to carry out their profession- 
al calling anywhere, including Israel. 

The JPA should perform a more responsible func- 
tion; Promote a truly fair and free press, and forego the 
political demagoguery. 


Rex Preston Stoner, 
Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
Letters mended for publication should contain the 
writer s full name and preferably address as well. 
Names can be withheld upon request but only under 
special circumstances. Letters are subject ro editing 
and abridging. 
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WORK OF ART: German artist Thomas Schutte on Thursday ponders one of his 
creations called ‘Grosse Geister.' Schutte was at the opening of his first solo exhibi- 
tion in the U.K. at the Whitechapel Gallery east London. Using a variety of media 
that incorporates elements of architecture, theatre, caricature and life-drawing, he 
creates multi-faceted work that swings between the intensely private and the inten- 
tionally public. The exhibition will explore two aspects of his work, the figure and 
the architectural model (AFP photo) 


Millennium events 
in the works 
around world 


By Nancy Shields 

Agence France Prase 

PARIS — If you are plan- 
ning ahead for (he eve 
New Year 2000, you 
already have a wide choice 
on how and where in the 
world you want to ring in 
the third millennium. 

With only two years to 
go, countries on all five 
continents have started 
setting up for the momen- 
tous event. 

In Italy, the Roman 
Catholic Church has pro- 
claimed the year 2000 a 
“jubilee" year under an 
ancient tradition that goes 
back to the Old Testament 
and signifies freedom, 
renewal and forgiveness. 

Britain is working on a 
monumental — if contro- 
versial — mesa-dome that 
resembles a giant flying 
saucer on the banks of the 
Thames just east of the 
capital in Greenwich. 

Baptised the “Millenni- 
um Experience." the 
dome’s floor space mea- 
sures 80,000 square metres 
(860,800 square feet) and 
could hold two stadiums 
the size of Wembley. 

Its cost is about $1.25 
billion and it has been 
dubbed "the most exciting 
new building in the 
world,” though, lo the 
British parliament's dis- 
may, the exhibition that 
will go inside is siiJJ a 
slight mystery. 

In France, (he Eiffel 
Tower will finally get 
some competition after 
III years from a new 
stnjciure to be erected in 
Paris for the year 2000. 
but in wood not steel. 

This “Tower of the 
Earth.” a 200-meire (660- 
foot) structure, will stand 
on eight pine pillars domi- 
nated by a "flower” of five 
metallic petals measures 
700 square metres (about 
7.750 square feet.) each. 

The cosi: 542 million. 


Elsewhere in the French 
capital, the Geniiron, a 
giant clock, counts the 
remaining seconds until 
the new millennium. At 
the end of January, there 
will only be 60 million 
seconds left, as 10 million 
seconds go by every 115 
days. 

Across the border in 
Germany, a universal exhi- 
bition will be set up in 
Hannover and is expected 
to draw 40 million visi- 
tors. 

In the United States. 
Times Square in New' York 
— the traditional spot 
where the "Big Apple” 
rings in the New Year — 
wifi be outfitted w’ith giant 
video screens so revellers 
can watch millennium 
events around the globe 
straight through the plan- 
et's 24 different time 
zones. 

An anonymous Ameri- 
can has spared nothing to 
toast in the new century — 
bidding $18,700 in 
November for a magnum 
of 1900 Chateau Margaux, 
a claret from one of the 
most prestigious houses of 
the Bordeaux region of 
southwest France, at a 
Sotheby’s auction in Lon- 
don. 

In Bethlehem, millions 
of pilgrims are expected to 
converge on the town to 
mark "what Christianity 
will mark as the 2.000th 
anniversary of the birth ol 
Jesus Christ. 

Nearly a million rural 
workers in Latin America 
are expected to take part in 
what i- v being dubbed the 
"continental . march 
acainst "domination, for- 
eign debt and neo-liberal- 
ism.” 

The South Pacific coun- 
tries are compering to see 
which one will be the first 
to ring in the new r millen- 
nium. . , . , 

The privilege is claimed 
by the tiny uninhabited 


island of Caroline, in arch- 
ipelago of ihe Republic of 
Kiribati scattered at a 
point in the mid-Pacific 
where the International 
Date Line cuts the Equa- 
tor. 

Caroline’s rime is GMT 
minus 14 hours. But the 
Pacific Kingdom of Tonga 
— normally GMT minus 
13 hours — says it is ready 
to move its clock ahead "if 
necessary" to win the mil- 
lennium race. 

Another Pacific island, 
the Republic of Fiji, insists 
it will be the first to enter 
the year 2000. saying it is 
situated "directly on the 
1 80th meridian that marks 
the beginning and the end 
of each day on earth," but 
then so do the Chatham 
Islands of New Zealand, 
which say they are geo- 
graphically the closest 
land on earth to 180 
degrees longitude. 

The same polemic has 
not arisen for which coun- 
try will be the last to cele- 
brate the arrival of the year 
2000. Experts, however, 
say the sun will set last 
near the sandy white beach 
of the little village of 
Falealupo, on the extreme 
western tip of Western 
Samoa in the South Pacif- 
ic. 

The other big race under- 
way prior to the new mil- 
lennium is how to .avoid an 
electronic disaster when 
the clocks strike 2000 — a 
figure that w'hole genera- 
tions of computers trained 
only to deal with figures in 
the 1900s will be unable ro 
recognise. 

As it stands now. the 
year 2000 will come out as 
"year 1900” in most com- 
puters. 

According to several 
experts, at least $500 mil- 
lion must be invested to 
head off such a worldwide 
computer disaster. 


London’s Cardboard City 
razed as developers move in 


By Alex Perry 

Age nee France Presse 

LONDON — Cardboard 
City, the ramshackle home- 
less community which nes- 
tles in a network of sub- 
ways on the banks of Lon- 
don’s River Thames, is to 
be razed to make way for 
Europe’s largest cinema. 

For almost three decades 
the network of shelters and 
lean-to sheds made from 
boxes and wood boards and 
furnished with discarded 
chairs, desks and even 
lamps from nearby offices 
has been home to hundreds 
of rough sleepers. 

At one time, the popula- 
tion of one of Europe's old- 
est and best known mass 
homeless community 
approached 200. 

Its location, in the heart of 
London’s south bank arts 
centre and next to Waterloo 
station, meant many could 
scratch a living begging 
from the thousands of com- 
muters and theatre and con- 
cert goers who used the 
subways daily. 

But the position which 
made it so lucrative has 
finally been its undoing. 


The British Film Institute 
has also noticed the tourists 
pouring out of the nearby 
Eurostar terminal from 
France and into the the- 
atres. museums, an gal- 
leries, and even the Houses 
of Parliament across the 
river, and is building a 500- 
seat glass dome cinema 
housing a screen 10-storeys 
high. 

The homeless are sudden- 
ly sleeping on prime real 
estate. It will be the first 
time a city has been 
knocked down wiih scis- 
sors. 

Richard Cunningham, 
team leader at a nearby day 
homeless centre, has been 
trying to house many of the 
remaining 60 residents. 

in the last six months. IS 
have left for hostels or their 
own flats, but 40 are stay- 
ing until the eviction 
notices arrive at the end of 
February. 

"It's their community, it’s 
where they feel sale, it's 
their home," he said, 
adding that the inhabitants, 
many of whom have drink 
or drug addictions or men- 
tal health problems, can be 
very "supportive” of each 


other. 

"We’ve had four or five 
deaths in the past year.” he 
said. “Two since Christmas, 
one a 26-year-old girl who 
had been here since she was 
16. They all went up to 
Lancaster t north west of 
England) for the funeral. 

“There ’ll be a lot who 
make their way back here 
after the cinema goes up. 
They're institutionalised on 
the streets. Some have lived 
here for 20 years.” 

Cunningham has mixed 
emotions about the cinema. 
Over the years he has seen 
public reaction to home- 
lessness mm from concern 
to disdain, all compassion 
used up by the daily beg- 
ging “commuter tax.” 

Two years ago newspa- 
pers leapt on the story of an 
actor in the soap opera Eas- 
tenders. slabbed as he 
walked through Cardboard 
City, as evidence of the 
danger posed by the home- 
less. 

“It's only because we 
have to shift all these peo- 
ple out the way that they are 
an issue again. While that’s 
good, it should be an issue 
all the time — nobody 


should have to sleep 
rough,” Cunningham said. 

Scotsman John, 43, was 
defiant as he took nips of 
his bottle of sherry to fight 
the cold that radiates from 
the rain-soaked concrete on 
all sides. 

“I’m staying here. When 
they put that thing up, it'll 
generate a litrle bit of heat," 
he said. 

John has lived rough 
since he arrived in London 
in 1973. His home is a mat- 
tress and blankets inside a 
chest high box made out of 
wood boards. 

Across the subway are a 
number of more elaborate 
constructions. One has arm- 
chairs. carpet and a writing 
desk complete with pens. 
An estate agents' “For 
Sale” has been nailed to the 
side of another. 

The community, said 
John, is “basically very 
good, very honest.” 

“If you fall asleep, we’ll 
drink your beer, but we'll 
make sure there's one there 
for you to wake up to.” he 
explained. 

A spokeswoman for Lam- 
beth Borough Council, 
whose responsibility it is to 


rehouse the homeless, 
agreed that many prefer to 
live rough. 

‘They have chosen a way 
of life and a lot are not pre- 
pared to give it up.” she 
said. 

There had been some 
aggression between the 
contractors and the home- 
less. she added, with inci- 
dents of tom down fences 
and vandalism. One long- 
term Cardboard Ciry resi- 
dent drew up a petition and 
filed a leaal challenge to the 
BFl. 

“We are hoping it will not 
come to an eviction, but we 
cannot guarantee it,” said 
the spokeswoman. “The 
timescale is getting tight 
and the developers are get- 
ting worried.” 

The BFI itself says it is 
concerned that the rough 
sleeps are moved in “in a 
sympathetic way,” but can- 
not help seeing their depar- 
ture as an end in itself. 

“This is one step in the 
urban regeneration of the 
south bank.” said spokes- 
woman Wendy Taylor. "It 
has been quite a difficult 
area." 


Overweight Americans look to 
God for help in shedding pounds 


By Brigitte Dusseau 

Agerice France Presse 

FRANKLIN. Tennessee 
— Desperate to shed per- 
sistent pounds that farPto 
melt away under fad diets 
and fitness regimens, 
thousands of Americans 
are turning to God for 
help. 

Two years after its 
inception, the Weigh 
Down Workshop, a Bible- 
based weight-loss pro- 
gramme. has gained 
tremendous popularity in 
congregations across the 
country, particularly in 
the southern Bible Belt. 

There’s no starvation 
dieting and no rigorous 
exercise on this pro- 
gramme. Nor are there 
forbidden foods or calorie 
counting. 

Nonetheless, many par- 
ticipants report that they 
are eating less and losing 
excess blubber. 

The secret, says dieti- 
cian and programme cre- 
ator Gwen ShambJin, is 
giving your weight prob- 
lem over to God. 

“We tell them, transfer 
this adoration for food to 
a relationship to God," 


Shamblin, a petite, per- 
fectly-groomed, 42-year- 
old blonde, said from her 
• toney. office here. 

The only physical exer- 
tion required is kneeling 
for prayer. 

The programme costs a 
minimum of $35 for 12 
weeks, and provides 
books, video and audio 
cassettes containing 
Shamblin ’s inspirational 
message. Sales are brisk 
for the" book she's written 
on the programme. 

Some choice pointers 
from the programme: eat 
just half the food on your 
plate and cut your food 
into small morsels. 

But the programme's 
organisers say the most 
important tip is learning 
to differentiate true 
hunger from simply crav- 
ing food. 

fn a country where one 
is endlessly encouraged 
to stuff one’s face, and 
where restaurant food 
portions can be gargantu- 
an, Shamblin said people 
have lost the knowledge 
of how to eat for nourish- 
ment. 

"Most people have not 
felt hunger for years,” 


Shamblin said. 

“They have to learn to 
listen to their bodies.” 

“Let God save you, let 
God do the work,” she 
said. For those inclined to 
open the refrigerator door 
before feeling the slight- 
est pang of hunger, she 
urges: "Read the Bible 
instead.” 

Shamblin challenges 
inevitable skeptics to look 
at the results. 

There are more than 
14,600 weigh down work- 
shops operating in Ameri- 
can churches, and more 
than a quarter million 
people are reported to 
have dropped an average 
of 7.5 kilos (16.5 
pounds). 

Canada boasts some 400 
classes as well. 

Each week, under the 
leadership of a volunteer, 
the women — and a few 
men — gather to pray, 
exchange their experi- 
ences, and listen to one of 
Shamblin’s videos. 

On Friday, there were 
about a dozen participants 
at a local Baptist church 
in Franklin, where partic- 
ipants assessed how well 
they managed to keep 


their eating in check over 
the food-filled Christmas 
holidays. 

Cyndy Holmes- broke 
into tears as she recount- 
ed how she "miraculous- 
ly” shed II kilos (more 
than 24 pounds) in three 
months. 

Mary Fly, down 13.5 
kilos (nearly 30 pounds) 
in 14 weeks, spoke of the 
freedom she felt in being 
able to munch on all sorts 
of foods which would be 
off-limits on most diets. 

The lone male in the 
room,, an 18-kilo (40- 
pound) lighter Randy 
Mauldin, described how 
he would simply pick up 
his Bible whenever he felt 
the urge to open the 
refrigerator door. 

And Beverly Potts, 
down 10 kilos (22 
pounds) revealed that 
while she’s at work she 
sometimes gets down on 
her knees among the toilet 
stalls to find the strength 
to ignore the office candy 
vending machine. 

After the testimonials, it 
was time to pray, in a cir- 
cle, hand-in-hand with 
eyes closed. 

Across the United 


States, but especially here 
in the heart of the south, 
religion remains of great 
importance. And, as is the 
case throughout this 
country in January, many 
Americans are in the 
throes of trying to fulfil 
New Year’s Resolutions 
to tone up and slim down. 

The combination of 
those two factors means 
that Shamblin’s phone is 
always ringing off the 
hook. About 40 employ- 
ees take calls from across 
the country, offer advice 
and give information 
about where inquirers can 
find the nearest classes. 

And 400,000 copies of 
her book have been sold. 

But Shamblin is not 
alone in the lucrative field 
of Bible-based weight 
loss. 

A similar programme. 
First Place, based in 
Houston, Texas, has 
become a hit in about 100 
churches. And a nurse in 
the city of Birmingham. 
Alabama, has launched 
her own Christian work- 
shop, loosely-based on 
the principle of the group 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 


U.S.-based cash-strapped Asian 
students reeling from currency crisis 


By Gerard Aziakou 

Agence France Presse 

CHICAGO (AFP) — 
U.S. colleges are scram- 
bling to assist cash- 
strapped Asian students 
hurt by currency crises in 
their home countries. 

Universities are coming 
up with tuition defer- 
ments, emergency loans 
and private scholarships 
to retain (heir Asian stu- 
dents. many of whom are 
cherished for their acade- 
mic skills. 

“The [Thai] baht has 
fallen nearly 40 per cent 
in value against the dollar 
and without a job, I can't 
survive,” said 21-year- 
old Thai student Niran 
Laisuwan as he applied 
for a work permit at 
Chicago's Harold Wash- 
ington citv college. 

"It's becoming very 
hard and many of my 
friends have been forced 


to return home,” said fel- 
low student Jun Young 
lm, a 25 -year-old South 
Korean who is studying 
English. 

Officials say they are 
bracing for a big drop in 
enrolment by students 
from Thailand, South 
Korea, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, the Philippines 
and Singapore if the 
Asian financial turmoil 
continues. 

Most at risk are under- 
graduates, who depend on 
their families for support 
and do not qualify for the 
teaching fellowships and 
research assistantships 
available to graduate stu- 
dents. 

In Seattle, one Indone- 
sian student at Bellevue 
Community College told 
the Seattle Times that the 
freefall of the rupiah had 
turned the $20,000- cost 
of tuition and living 
expenses he calculated in 


August into the equiva- 
lent of $80,000. 

Nearly all of the 4.000 
to 5.000 college students 
from South Korea in 
Washington and Oregon 
pay for their education 
without government help, 
said Inho Song, education 
attache at the South 
Korean Consulate Gener- 
al in Seattle. 

The consulate expects 
financial trouble to drive 
many of the students 
home. 

At the University of 
Chicago, Candelario Zap- 
ato, head of international 
services, said the school 
is doing its best to help 
with tuition deferments, 
emergency interest-free 
loans and scholarships. 

“But we don’t have the 
resources to sustain a 
financial package for all 
the 450 affected students, 
who make up 25 per cent 
of the total foreign stu- 


dent body." he said. 
“We're hopeful that the 
market [in Asia] will 
soon bounce back.” 

In Chicago and in Min- 
neapolis, needy South 
Korean students are 
receiving financial aid 
through ~ fund-raisers 
sponsored by local Kore- 
an Christian churches. 

At the University of 
Minnesota in Minneapo- 
lis-SL Paul, Indonesians, 
Malaysians, Filipinos. 
Singaporeans, South 
Koreans and Thais make 
up 25 per cent of the for- 
eign student body. 

^Their departure would 
be a substantial intellec- 
tual and financial loss to 
the whole university 
community,” said Kate 
Thomas, head of 
international students and 
scholars services. 

‘They also bring in a lot 
of money to the state 
economy and they often 


keep relationships and 
buy U.S. products when 
they go back home," she 
added. 

Roger Conner, who 
teaches English as a sec- 
ond language to many 
Asians at Harold Wash- 
ington. agreed. 

“We gain not only with 
money but from the qual- 
ity of the students who 
come here. They're often 
better than their U.S. col- 
leagues and raise the aca- 
demic level" of courses, 
especially math, he said. 

According to a recent 
survey, some 260,743 
U.S. college and univer- 
sity students are from 
Asia. Japan has the high- 
est number (46,292) fol- 
lowed by China (42,503), 
South Korea (37,130), 
India (30.641) and Tai- 
wan (30,487), 
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Trading at AFM rises by 42 per cent in ’97 
but volume is still below the ’92-’95 levels 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Economic 
measures which aimed at 
encouraging local and for- 
eign investments have 
increased the turnover of 
share trading at the Amman 
Financial Market lAFM) by 
42 per cent last year. Jordan 
Securities Commission 
tJSC) Director General 
Michel Mono told a press 
conference Thursday. 

Dr. Marto said the 
turnover amounted to 
JD355 million in 1997, a 
42.6 per cent increase over 
the JD249 million recorded: 
in 1996. 

A total of 191 million 
shares were traded last year..- 
a 17.2 per cent increase 
over the 163 million shares 
traded in 1996. Dr. Marto 
said. 

The JSC chief, a former 
deputy governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
tCBJ). pointed out that the 
general price index rose by 
10.3 per cent, jumping from 
153.5 points at the end of 
1996 to 169.24 points at the 
end of last year. 

Dr. Marto said the laws 
that were enacted in the 
past year, such as the Com- 
panies Law. the Securities 
Law and the Investment 
Promotion Law to attract 
non-Jordanian invesunents. 
have enhanced the AFM 
activities in 1997. 

“These legislations con- 
solidated the stability of the 
national economy, 

enhanced the openness to 


foreign markets and paved 
the way for more invest- 
ments.” Dr. Marto told jour- 
nalists to announce the 
AFM 1997 results. 

“But despite these results, 
the AFM performance is 
still below the level that 
was recorded between 
1992-95,” Dr. Marto said. 

“This was mainly due to 
the political developments 
in the region, including the 
stalemate in the peace 
process and the crisis in 
Iraq," Dr. Mono explained. 

He indicate that the value 
of shares that were bought 
by non-Jordanian investors 
amounted to JD100 million 
compared with JD26 mil- 
lion in 1996. Sales by those 
investors in the past year 
amounted to JD44 million 
compared with JD18 mil- 
lion in 1996. 

“As a result of this, the net 
investments by non-Jordan- 
ian investors has amounted 
to JD57 million in the past 
year compared to JD9 mil- 
lion in the previous year." 
said Dr. Marto adding that 
the 1998-99 foreign invest- 
ments are expected to range 
between JD100 to JD150 
million. 

The AFM head revealed 
that the bulk of foreign 
investments came from 
non-Arab investors who 
accounted for 70.2 per cent 
of the net foreign invest- 
ments in the stock market. 
Arab investments amounted 
to only 29.8 per cent . 

“Removing the obstacles 
that were imposed against 
foreign investments led to 


this resulL” Dr. Marto 
stressed. 

Dr. Marto said the “slow- 
ness” of the privatisation 
process in the Kingdom, 
especially in the telecom- 
munication sector was 
among the reasons behind 
foreign investors being hes- 
itant to come to Jordan. 

"We heard that the pri- 
vatisation of this sector will 
be in force by March 1997. 
Then it was postponed to 
June then its was postponed 
again and until now it has 
not been implemented. This 
had delayed several hun- 
dred millions of foreign 
investments in this sector" 
Dr. Marto said. 

He played down the fears 
of opposition parties and 
some “politicians" in the 
country of the outcome of 
this process and empha- 
sised that there is no danger 
because of this process. 

“We are now working on 
increasing the transparency 
at the AFM and providing 
the investors with a wider 
information as such mea- 
sures would attract more 
and more local and foreign 
investors to the market.” 
said Dr. Marto. 

He added that by Septem- 
ber. the computerisation of 
the AFM activities would 
be introduced with the help 
of the French government. 

“The marker will greatly 
improve when the AFM’s 
new regulations will be 
enacted and modern tech- 
nology introduced." said 
Dr. Marto. 

‘Many investors com- 


plain that they do not get 
enough information about 
the market activities and the 
standings of the companies 
listed at the market," he 
said. 

He emphasised that the 
new measures that will reg- 
ulate the AFM activities 
will enable brokers and 
investors alike to obtain 
necessary information 
about the market’s activi- 
ties. 

“The new system would 
enable the dealers, investors 
and brokers to obtain all 
information needed for 
their work and would 
encourage thousands of 
reluctant individuals to 
enter the market." said Dr. 
Marto. 

The JSC chief revealed 
that the market value of 
bonds decreased from 
JD5.1 million in 1996 to 
JD2 million in 1997. 

“The bonds market is still 
in the beginning stage com- 
pared with international 
bond markets and that 
means that more has to be 
done to develop it," Dr. 
Marto said. 

“This market is very 
important because it makes 
financing available to local 
firms at lesser cost. We will 
adopt the necessary mea- 
sures to enhance its activi- 
ties." he added. 

He indicated that the vol- 
ume of shares at the prima- 
ry market jumped from 
JD188 million in 1996 to 
JD335 million in last year 
for a 78.2 per cent increase. 

Dr. Marto said that amone 


the new developments at 
the AJFM last year was the 
issuance of the first Jordan- 
ian Global Depository 
Receipt (GDRs) for the 
Arab Potash Company. The 
GDRs were “fully” sold in 
the London market. 

“This is a clear indication 
of the reputation which 
some of our companies 
enjoy abroad.” said Dr. 
Marto. 

He added that another 
development, was the 
issuance of $100 million 
sovereign trends by the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany. 

Dr. Marto ruled out any 
negative effects on the 
AFM from what happened 
in the Asian market. He 
stressed that the activities 
of investors in the market 
were ‘hinder surveillance." 

“The speculators respon- 
sible for what happened in 
Asian markets will not 
came to Jordan because we 
are still a small market. 
These speculators are look- 
ing for markets where they 
can enter and leave the mar- 
ket freely." said Dr. Marto. 

The JSC head indicated 
that the AFM has recorded 
trading activities by 112 
foreign investment funds in 
1997. Of this number. 25 
were Arab funds and 87 
were non-Arab funds. 

The Arab funds were six 
Palestinians, six Kuwaitis, 
four Omanis, three Saudis, 
three Emaratis, two Bahrai- 
nis. and one Egyptian. 

Non-Arab funds were 
from the U.S.. France. Lux- 


embourg, Canada. Britain, 
B ahamas . Switzerland. 
Mauritius. Ireland, Holland 
Scotland. South Korea, 
Italy, Cyprus and Japan. 

“All of the non-Arab 
funds were companies, 
banks or funds affiliated 
with well-known banks. 
They were clean and trust- 
worthy," said Dr. Marto 
adding that “none of these 
funds was Israeli." 

JSC deputy Director Gen- 
eral Jalil Tarif said that in 
order to enhance the institu- 
tional investors* presence in 
the market, the AFM has 
resorted to introduce new 
changes for dealing in 
mutual funds in order to 
direct the individual 
investors to these funds. 

Mr. Tarif said that another 
step to enhance the institu- 
tional investors was to give 
wider role to provident 
funds in the market. Such a 
role depends on the govern- 
ment to amend legislations 
which are expected to be 
approve soon. 

“Under these changes, 
individual investments 
would be based on institu- 
tional bases,” said Mr. Tarif. 

Mr. Tarif admitted that the 
lack of confidence in the 
market exists due to “politi- 
cal reasons, especially the 
progress in the peace 
process and the crisis in 
Iraq." But he stressed that 
the present fiscal policy of 
the Kingdom should give 
more confidence to the 
investors. 


IE A revises down ’98 world oil demand due to Asian crisis 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
Internationa! Energy 
Agency (IEA» Thursday 
revised down its estimate 
of world oil demand for 
199S to 75.3 million bar- 
rels a day from 75.6 mil- 
lion forecast last rifflnth."** 
“The 'call' has been 
reduced for the three 


remaining quarters of 
1998 in order to reflect 
adjustments for the impact 
of the Asian economic dif- 
ficulties” the International 
Energy Agency (TEAT said 1 
in its monthly oil market 
report. ‘ ** i 
Asian oil -demand, 
excluding China! is now 
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forecast to average 9.4- 
million barrels a day in 
1998. down from a fore- 
cast of 9.6 million a month 
ago. 

. But the IEA held its fore- 
cast tor Chinese demand 
steady at an average of 4.2 
million barrels a day for 
1998. 

“Asian product prices 
plunged” in December “as 
the region's economic 
problems reinforced bear- 
ish sentiment in an already 
oversupplied product mar- 
keL” the IEA said. 

December demand was 
also "slightly lower than 


expected as a result of 
mild winter weather.” 
although supply also 
increased by less than 
expected. 

The IEA had said in - 
December that world oil 
demand would rise by 2.4 'lW' 
per cent in 1998 to 75.6 
million barrels a day from ! 
73.8 million in 1997. 

Demand for OPEC oil in 
1998 is now forecast at an 
average 26.2 million bar- 
rels a day, down from a 
December forecast of 26.3 
million barrels and sub- 
stantially less than the new 
output ceiling of 27.5 mil- 
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lion barrels agreed in early 
December by the Organi- 
sation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OPEC)." 

- - The IEA noted that spot 
crude oil prices had fallen 
by i more than $4 a barrel in 
December from November 
levels, “when a host of 
bearish news combined to 
depress raarkeL sentiment " 

This could pose a prob- 
lem for the OPEC produc- 
ers. as according to the 
Middle East Economic 
Survey OPEC oil was sell- 
ing for an average $15.14 
a barrel at the end of last 
week, compared with 
$16.89 in December. 

OPEC has an official tar- 
get price for oil of $21 a 
barrel, and Kuwait Energy 
Minister Issa Mohammed 
Al Mazidi said after the 
December OPEC meeting 
that he expected 1998 oil 


prices to range between 
$19 and $25 a barrel. 

Oil producers now face 
the prospect of lower oil 
prices coupled with a far 
smaller increase in 
demand than expected this 
year. • ■■ “•• •' 

Oil prices fell sharply at 
the beginning of this 
month on news that Iraq 
had reached agreement to 
resume exports under its 
oil-for-food deal with the 
Llnited Nations. 

Brent crude for February 
delivery fell to $15.10 a 
barrel in early trading in 
London on Monday, its 
lowest level since April 
1994. 

It had recovered slightly 
to $15.48 a barrel by the 
end of Wednesday on 
renewed Iraq tension, but 
this is still far below the 
high point of $2 1 a barrel 
in October. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WfOams 


ACROSS 
1 Baylor U. city 
5 Hussein of Iraq 
11 Wind dir. 

14 Ballplayer 
Morses 

15 Goby 


TMSPuzztwO KJlxotn 


17 D.C. landmark 

19 Ms. Gardner 

20 Examine by 
touch 

21 Young hooter 
23 Bauxite or 


24 Completely 
rational 

27 Pamper 

30 Raccoon's kin 

31 "Waiting for 
Lefty" dramatist 

32 St Petersburg 
landmark 

36 Permit 

37 Minute 
amounts 

38 Narrow inlet 

39 London 
landmark 

42 Brooklyn's 
county 

44 In plain view 

45 First female 
marathon Gold 
MedalBsl 

46 oblige 

49 Big galoot 

50 Paste-up artist 

51 "The Bald 
Soprano" 
playwright 

55 Jordan's 
nickname 

56 Amsterdam 
landmark 

60 Charged 
particle 

61 Some time 

62 Scarlett's 
plantation 

63 Precursor of 
the CIA 

64 Pater _ 

65 "Nana* star 


By Xan Latdmore 
B o ea m o n t, PA 


Urundsy's Paste aotvsd. 


DOWN 

1 Stinging insect 

2 mater 

3 Run rings 
around? 


4 Distant 
settlement 

5 Six-line poem 

6 vara 

7 Actor Duryea 

8 Printer abbr. 

9 Botanist Gray 

10 "TheConsuT 
composer 

11 Past prime, 

broadwise 

12 Break off 

13 Raise spirits 
16 Rabbits' kin 
22 Tiny amount 

24 "Transparent 
material 

25 Navigational 
system 

26 Beats it 

27 Coke or Pepsi 

28 Po etic iz e s 

29 Son of Adam 

32 Gardeners, at 

times 

33 Pisa's river 

34 Caron We role 

35 Earth's rotation 
direction 

37 French islands 


□ □□□□ OHE0 □□□□ 
□□□□□ 0HDQ EHinJE 
HDE3HD cmaE □□□□ 

aouananaanHaana 
□□□ ana 
□□ansa oananasE 
□□eeq □□□□ nan 
HHdDQSinnciciHHnan 
□□a □□□a cinEiEE 

□eqecieho □□sunns 

□HQ □□□ 
EQQE3QQDQI3QQQDQBC] 
□QHQ HESS □□□□□ 
nSQH BEES BEH3IIE 

ebbs saaa □ehdd 


amnsmiwi 


40 Sleeper spy 

41 Weid past 

42 Actor Reeves 

43 Invades, Eke 
bugs 

45 OB Esiason 

46 Marsh of 
mysteries 

47 Medteys 


48 Suns too much 

51 Man, e_g. 

52 Ticket datum 

53 RIB'S alternative 

54 Middle Eastern 
nation 

57 Jima 

58 Middle sch. 

59 DiYbuv 



Andy Capp 


XSHE LOOKS 
f A BIT ON THE 
SHy SIDE/ JACK, 
I'LL SOON MAKE 
l HERFEELAT j 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. JANUARY 17. 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARJES: (March 21 to April 19) There’s a talent you're 
practising right now. You're going over and over the rou- 
tine, trying to get it down flawlessly. The more you prac- 
tice, the more likely that is. You may think you’ll never 
set there, but you should start results by tomorrow. That 
might seem like an eternity, but it won l be. Hang in 
there. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Not only does love look 
good, but games of chance are also enhanced. You have 
to be encouraged to take a risk, however, since that’s not 
something you normally do. Your luck Ls really marvel- 
lous right now, so it's a waste not to use it Thai’s espe- 
cially true with romance first thing this morning. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Have a conversation with 
someone you love this morning. It will be easier to dis- 
cuss an impending purchase. You'll have to put your 
money together to buy it Or you could fix up an old item 
instead. That would be a big savings, and take off some 
of the stress you’ve been anticipating. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’ll retain written 
information much better than usual. You’ve probably got 
an entire shelf full of cookbooks. If you could live the life 
you love, you’d do nothing but read them all evening. 
Well, what's stopping you? If it’s another chore that 
needs to get done, race around and finish iL 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Again, there’s money com- 
ing in. It’s not fronTthe lottery. It’s from work you’ve 
done. There's still more to be accomplished, so don’t 
lighten up yeL If you can keep full steam on for another 
few hours, you'll have the weekend to relax. Actually, 
you may want to take a couple of things home with you 
this weekend, too. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You are looking 
great. The moon in your sign brings confidence and 
power, and calms you down a little. You’ve got everything 
scheduled and figured out, and things are going along 
according to your plans. Make sure you schedule in plen- 
ty of time for love tonight and tomorrow as well. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're under 
pressure, possibly of your own making. You want to do 
something perfectly, and you’re not sure how. There’s 
also quite a bit of work involved. It would be nice if it 
were easier, but it wouldn’t be quite as satisfying once 
you win. Put in the effort The rewards should make it all 
worthwhile. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Get together 
with an old friend this morning. You support each other 
in tackling big projects. You motivate each other to try 
things more difficult than either of you have ever done 
before. Use that motivation in a meeting this afternoon. 
Once you get this group whipped into shape, you’ll be 
able to ac complish great things. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) You’re 
going to have to meet difficult standards again. This is a 
good habit to get into. It’s funny that what you like the 
least is often the key to your success. In your case, it's 
getting organised and remembering things. It's not easy 
for a Sagittarius, but once you get that wired, everything 
else falls into place. 

CAPRICORN: ( December 22-to- January 20) You may have 
a brilhant insight that leads you to your greatest destiny.' A 
suggestion could conie from a person far away. IFs an idea 
you'd thought about briefly. When you hear it again, you'll 
recognise iL Do something to make it happen. Every little 
step in the right direction counts. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Money con- 
tinues to be a major theme. You need to sort iL file iL add 
iu subtract it and gather in what others owe you; but most 
important, you need to pay the bills. This is not your 
favourite chore, but it’s important that you do it now. 
You’re going to have a lot more interesting things to do 
over the weekend. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You might be fac- 
ing something confronting, but you've got good advice 
from your friends and partner. Don’t feel like you have to 
rush into anything. It'll be best to take things carefully. 
Your best time for romance is early in the morning. If 
you’re with the right person (hen. the rest of the day will 
go better. 


Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“T love Christmas. It's the only day 
of the year that nobody can 
scold me for being childish!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mte Arghton 


Unacrarnfato these four Jumbles, 
on* tetter to Mch square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




■3„ 


WHy HE PKXJGHT 
A LAPC7ER TO 
THE PALL. 


Now arrange the circled letten 1° 
form the surprise gnaw er, w sug* 
gestad by the above cartoon. 


Answer ;TO 


(Answers Monday) 

’festarday's I *”** 9 * PRUNE LYRIC INHALE MAKEUP- 
I Answer: wnat the overweight comedian gave Ms 
•udtanca - A MUNCH LINE 
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Business & Finance 



A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Unless the tourism sector register higher growth , tourist 
transport companies will continue to lose — study 


** A STUDY conducted recently by 
the Ministry of Tourism shows that 
the new charges adopted by the coali- 
tion of tourism transport companies 
will not abolish the losses of the three 
firms (JETT, Alpha and Petra) but 
may reduce the loss, the JETT ( Jordan 
Express Tourism Transport) Compa- 
ny Chairman Adnan Mufti said. "The 
companies will continue to lose even 
after introducing the new rates agreed 
among the three companies” Mr. 
Mufti stressed. 

He indicated that the study con- 
cludes that the only salvation for the 
firms and their return to profitability 
depend upon the expected growth in 
tourism but on condition that no more 
tourist buses enter the market. Mr. 
Mufti said that there was a surplus of 
90 buses during the *97 Christmas 
period which is considered as u high 
season for tourism sector. 

Mr. Mufti indicated Lhat having an 
idle fleet of 90 buses was due to the 
decline in the number of tourist 
groups that visited the Kingdom dur- 
ing die mentioned period bv 40 per 
cent below the 1996 level. He attrib- 
uted the drop in the number of tourists 
to the troubled peace process and the 
events that took place in the region 
last year. 

The JETT chief said that around 
350.000 tourists arrived in groups last 


year noting that tourist groups, not 
individual tourists, arc the ones who 
seek the services of bus operators. He 
singled the month of October of last 
year as the period during which the 
number of tourists dropped by 25 per 
cent compared (o the same month of 
1996. 

Mr. Mufti stressed that the new fares 
agreed hv coalition of the three tourist 
transport companies, were not the rea- 
son for the drop in the number of 
tourists. He explained that the cost of 
tourist transport represents only 25 
per cent of the total cost of a tourism 
package. Noting that the actual cost 
was in fact 15 percent, Mr. Mufti cal- 
culated that the "higher” charges 
raised the cost of a tourism package 
by no more than 3.5 per cent. "Most 
of this increase (amount) is deducted 
from the profits of travel and tour 
agents and does not represent any 
extra cost on the tourism package,” he 
elaborated. 

According to the JETT chairman, 
the tourist transport companies posted 
JD2R5,971 operational losses during 
the first half of 1997. when general 
and administrative expenditures were 
taken into consideration the combined 
loss of the three companies amounted 
to JD 1.272,236 (Al Dustour). 
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Coffee {cAbs) 
Cocoa (Won) 
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Shares of industrial companies top trading at AFM 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The indus- 
trial sector has grabbed 
the lion’s share of the 
lasr week's turnover at 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM), the 
weekly bulletin of the 
sioek exchange indicat- 
ed Friday. 

The AFM bulletin 
showed that the total 
turnover during the past 
week increased by 1 0.3 
per cent as it totalled 
JD6.4 million compared 
with JD5.8 million in 
the previous week. 


The report said that 
1,671 contracts were 
concluded covering 3.7 
million shares. Daily 
turnover amounted to 
JD1.6 million compared 
with JDl.i million a 
week ago. 

Naim Naqeeb, a bro- 
ker at the stock market, 
said the bulk of the trad- 
ing went to the industri- 
al sector which, at 
JD3.S0 million, 

accounted for 59.6 per 
cent of the total 
turnover. 

Mr. Naqeeb told the 
Jordan Times that most 
of the dealings focused 


on the pharmaceutical 
industry, especially the 
Arab * Pharmaceutical 
Company, and the Inter- 
mediate Petrochemicals 
Company. 

“Most of the dealers 
expected die industrial 
firms would achieve 
good results in 1997 
and, as such, many con- 
tracts were recorded in 
the shares of these 
firms,” said Mr. 
Naqeeb. 

He added that the 
banking sector came 
second*” but with no 
major contracts in the 
past week's trading. 


The weekly bulletin 
showed that banking 
sector got JD1.4 mil- 
lion, or* 22.61 per cent 
from the total turnover 
followed by the services 
sector with JD1.07 mil- 
lion, or 16.8 per cent, 
and the insurance sector 
with JD60,000 or 0.94 
per cent. 

He indicated that the 
for the first time in the 
AFM’s history. no 
turnover was recorded 
in a single day when the 
snow that hit the coun- 
try' on Monday prevent- 
ed most of the dealers 
and brokers to reach the 


stock marker. “AFM 
activities were paral- 
ysed on that day,” he 
said. 

The bulletin said the 
general share index has 
decreased to I66.S point 
in the past week down 
from 167.9 point a week 
ago. 

The report said that 
out of SI firms that 
changed hands, 29 firms 
recorded increase in 
prices, 30 firms record- 
ed decreases and 22 
recorded no change in 
its prices. 
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Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 



, Gems of the world lH21_&22ji i Gold L _ 
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STUDIO HfiiG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your cotour film 

si our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger- 
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20x30 cm. 

Stuneteanl - Oppostt® 
GrincHays Sank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweififih Tel: 8238 0* 
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TENNIS & \ 

SQUASH T * 
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Te).: 758180 

Radio & TV station RD., 
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Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
tw. 864230 - 865167 



5th Cade 

Tel. 692672 Fax'-f»7455.l 


TO ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION 
CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 . 



684311 - 699634 7 
EXT. 42 
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Serena Williams of the (J.S reacts to missing a point 
during her quarter-final match against Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario at the Sydney International tourna- 
ment at White City, Sydney. Sanchez Vicario defeated 
Williams 6-2 6-1 (Reuters photo) 


Top seed Australian Pat Rafter reacts after missing a 
point during his semi-final match against Tim Henman 
at the Sydney International tournament at White City. 
Henman defeated Rafter 7-6 7-5 to book a place in 
Saturday's final (Reuters photo) 


Sisters’ hopes of an 
all- Williams final dashed 


Henman downs Rafter to reach final 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
American teenager Venus 
Williams powered through 
the semis of the Sydney 
International here Friday 
but Aranxta Sanchez 
Vicario stood in the way of 
an all-Williams final. 

A seven-match winning 
streak here took its toll on 
16-year-old Serena 

Williams, who lost 6-2. 6-1 
to the Spanish fifth seed in 
the semi-finals. 

Sanchez Vicano wel- 
comed the new crop of hot 
young teenagers on the ten- 
nis scene, but warned they 
would find some stiff com- 
petition from the more 
established players. 

“Even though I'm ten 
years older than them I'm 
still there, and experience 
counts a lot." said the World 
No. 9, 


Venus had some trouble 
closing out her semi-final 
against Japan’s top player 
Ai Sugiyama but eventually 
the towering 1 7-year-old 
overpowered her diminutive 
opponent 6-1. 7-6 (7-2). 

The elder Williams said 
she had reached a milestone 
in reaching the final of the 
Sydney tournament, where 
she will play Sanchez 
Vicario for her first tour 
title. 

“In the pasL I’ve had 
some mental problems, 
when 1 get into tough 
matches just to hang tough 
and really go at it." she said. 
“Just to believe that the 


opponent’s not going to 
give it to me — I have to 
Take it." 

On her way to the finals, 
she scored an upset win 
over world number one 


Martina Hingis, a victory 
which helped send her rank- 
ing from 21 to 15 this week. 

The Williams duo certain- 
ly appear to be brimming 
with confidence — this 
week they predicted they 
would dominate the 
women’s field at the 
Australian Open next week. 

“I was brought up to be 
strong because it’s not an 
easy world out there." 
Venus said Friday. 

She also said that some of 
that confidence came from 
their days on the junior cir- 
cuit, where the Amazonian 
pair thrashed all comers. 

“I believe I was so much 
stronger and taller than the 
other girls, it was just a 
joke.” she said. 

Among the men at the 
Sydney tournament. 

Britain's Tim Henman sent 


Australian first seed Pat 
Rafter packing Friday, to 
secure a finals berth in the 
tournament he won last 


year. 

“It’s obviously a good 
win. a great win. one of my 
best.” said Henman, who is 
ranked 19 in the world. 

"Especially in the circum- 
stances, the way he's been 
playing recently in his home 
country. It’s a good win and 
a great boost for me going 
into the (Australian) Open. ' 

The Briton said he fancied 
his chances against 
Slovakia's Karol Kucera in 
the final Saturday. 

Rafter, who said this week 
that he and Henman were 
“good mates”, was upbeat 
about the loss, insisting he 
needed some time out to 
prepare for next week’s 
Australian Open. 


Sampras suffers 2nd upset before Australian Open 


MELB OURNE ( AFP ) — Pete Sampras lost for the second 
time in three days on Friday, throwing his own obstacles 
into the clear path to the Australian Open final given by the 
draw. 

Andrei Medvedev of Ukraine beat the World No. 1 3-6, 6- 
3. 6-2 at the Kooyong Classic invitation tournament, fol- 
lowing up on Sampras' defeat by French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten on Wednesday. 

Men’s No. 2 seed Pat Rafter also suffered an upset when 
he lost to Britain's Urn Henman 7-6 (7/5), 7-5 in the semi- 
final of the Sydney International ATP tournament. 

Although not a full tour event, the defeat will still be a 
concern to Sampras, who is coming back from several 
weeks of intensive treatment to a badly tom calf muscle 
suffered at the Davis Cup final in December. 

Defending champions Sampras and Martina Hingis could 
see early replays of last year's finals because of the luck of 
Friday's draw. 

Hingis may clash with Mary Pierce of France and 
Sampras with Carlos Moya of Spain in the quarter finals of 
the first Grand Slam of the year which starts at Melbourne 
Park on Monday with $6.5 million of prize money at stake. 

Hingis definitely has the more difficult path to the final of 
the two favourites, while the women’s draw threw up more 
tantalising clashes. 

The 17-year-old Swiss starts against Germany's Wiltrud 
Probst but may have to take on Russian teenager Anna 
Koumikova in the third round. 

That could mm into a major battle of the starlets expect- 
ed to dominate the women's game into the next century. 

After that looms Belgium’s Dominique Van Roost, the 
No. 14 seed, who battled to the quarter finals with a stom- 
ach muscle injury that forced her to retire’. 

Pierce would follow, if the 1995 champion, now seeded 
fifth, beats Li Fang of China in the first round, with 
American Chanda Rubin the other main threat in her sec- 
tion of the draw. Hingis beat Pierce 6-2, 6-2 in last year's 


final to claim her first Grand Slam title. 

No. 2 seed Lindsay Davenport starts against Amelie 
Cocheteux of France, but the most atteniion of the early 
rounds will be focussed on .American sisters Venus and 
Serena Williams, who could meet in the second round. 

Serena, who was beaten by Aranxia Sanchez- Vicario in 
the Sydney tournament on Friday, must first get by tough 
sixth seed Irena Spirlea of Romania in her opening match. 
Venus, who reached the Sydney semi-finals, plays Alexia 
Dechaume Ballaret of France in her first round. 

In Sydney, the controversial sisters have been openly 
warning rivals that they expect to sweep aside Hingis and 
dominate women's tennis tor the next decade. 

Sampras, the most accomplished men's player of the past 
decade, starts against Sjeng Schalken of the Netherlands in 
the first round. 

His first severe test could be Australia’s Mark 
Philippoussis, the 15th seed, in the fourth round and then 
Moya, the seventh seed, in the quarter finals. Sampras beat 
Moya 6-2, 6-3, 6-3 in last year's final to take the Australian 
Open title for the second time. 

No. 2 seed Rafter starts against world number 49 Jeff 
Tarango of the United States, but after it becomes extreme- 
ly rough. 

He is likely to face former Open finalist Todd Martin in 
the second round and could meet gifted Andre Medvedev of 
the Ukraine in the third. 

If he reaches the fourth round. Rafter could meet former 
World No. I Andre Agassi or Spanish I6th seed Albert 
Costa, the player who beat him in the first round last year. 

Britain's two big hopes fifth seed Greg Rusedski and 
Henman, one of die top unseeded players, start against 
qualifiers. 

Rusedski could play Brazil’s French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten, the 12th seed, in the fourth round. 
Henman, third seed Michael Chang. 12th seed Goran 
Ivanisevic and Henman all loom in the quarter final. 


1998 WINTER OLYMPICS PREVIEW 


Nagano Olympics on ‘Roof of Japan 


NAGANO (AFP) —The Winter Olympics are coming to 
the ‘Roof of Japan’ — and into the arms of a 1 . 400-year- 
old Bud dhis t temple which has been open to the faithful, 
regardless of their sexes or sects. . 

Located in the central mountains of Japan’s main island. 
Honshu, this apple-growing region has been developed in 
the past century as one of the country's premier winter 
sport resorts. 

Zenkoji Temple, long protected as a national treasure, 
has been non-sectarian and open to women when other 
Buddhist holy places were noL 

“We have history of helping people to salvation beyond 
sectarian differences." Zenkoji's chiet executive Shuei 
Wakaomi said. “That is compatible with the Olympic 
spirit of peace." 

The mountains, some of them soaring over 3,000 
metres, were first introduced to the world by an English 
missionary, Walter Weston, through his book 
“Mountaineering and Exploration in the Japanese Alps’ 
(1S96). 

Although one third the size of the famed Swiss Alps, the 
scenic terrain is the main attraction of Nagano’s tourism 
which annually draws over 100 million visitors — com- 
pared with Japan’s entire population of 120 million. 

The sporting extravaganza has led to the construction of 
high-rail and road links with Tokyo, some 200 kilometres 
to the southeast, through mountains which gave this 
region an unpopular moniker. Tibet of Japan. 

“This year will raise the curtain on Nagano with new 
trappings and hopes,” said Zenkoji's chief priest Jiko 
Ishizuka in his New Year message. 

Seven million pilgrims come every year to touch the so- 
called ‘key to paradise’ at the temple’s grand sanctuary, a 
kind of see-Naples-and-die experience. 

The CBS network, which paid a record $375 million for 
U.S. television rights to the Winter Olympics, has set up 
an anchor studio on the grounds of the holy place. 

The ISth Winter Olympics are scattered over Nagano 


prefecture ( 13,585 square meters) with their three main 
sites including the main city with the same name. Of the 
province’s 2.2 million people, 360.000 live in Nagano 

City- . 

Hakuba. some 40 kilometers east of the city, will host 
downhill, cross-country and ski-jumping events as well as 
both Alpine and Nordic Combined. 

Formerly a rice-growing village and base for attacking 
the Japanese Alps, Hakuba has grown into a major skiing 
resort with 800 lodging facilities. 

Other skiing events will be staged in the rival hills of 
Shigakosen. 100 kilometres to the east, where Japan’s 
firsf chair lift was installed in 1946 by U.S. occupation 
forces. 

These sites are located around the 36th parallel, making 
them the southermost hosts of Winter Games, roughly on 
the same latitude as Athens and San Francisco. 

Nagano hopes to use the Olympics as impetus to cata- 
pault itself into a ‘techno-highland’, as its governor Goro 
Yoshimura puts it, upgrading its electronics and precision 
industries. 

It has cost SI 3.8 billion to build railways and roads and 
a dozen of stadiums and facilities for the Games, but 
transportation chief Takashi Yamada admits congestion 
will be a problem. 

“Even now the rush hour is a problem," said Yamada, 
who hopes an appeal to the public to swap their cars for 
public transport will see a reduction in regular traffic of 
30 percent during the Games. 

Strenuous efforts have also been made to ensure bus 
drivers know their routes in a bid to avoid a repeat of the 
embarrassing transport shambles at the Atlanta Olympics 
last year. 

But an annual outlay of more than $23 million will be 
necessary to maintain the buildings. 

“We may become a Little Tokyo," said Junichiro Imai, 
who leads a citizens watchdog. “But we will be left with 
the ruins of the Olympics.” 


76ers 


down 

Bulls 

106-96 


PHILADELPHIA <AP) — 
Allen Iverson scored 31 
points and the Philadelphia 
76ers overcame Scottie 
Pippen’s most productive 
game since his return to 
snap their 16-game losing 
streak against Chicago with 
a 106-96 victory Thursday 
night. 

Pippen had 22 points, 
five assists and four 
rebounds, but he ran out of 
steam after making six of 
his first eight shots and 
scoring 20 points in the 
first half. He missed eight 
straight shots at one point 
and committed (wo 
turnovers midway through 
the fourth quarter when 
Chicago was trying to rally. 

Derrick Coleman added 
18 points for Philadelphia, 
which hadn’t beaten the 
Bulls since Dec. 8. 1993. 

Michael Jordan scored 20 
for Chicago, but he and 
Pippen were the only Bulls 
in double figures. Dennis 
Rodman grabbed 20 
rebounds, although 19 
came in the first three quar- 
ters. 



New Jersey Nets guard Sherman Douglas unloads the ball as Los Angeles Clippers 
guard Darrick Martin (20) leaps high on defense in the first period of their NBA game 
at the Meadowlands Arena in East Rutherford, New Jersey (Reuters photo) 


• Celtics 97, Grizzlies 
93: In Boston, the Boston 
Celtics finally took a lead 
and even won a game, 
snapping a five-game los-. 
ing streak by beating 
Vancouver despite a 
Grizzlies-record 41 points 
by Bryant Reeves. 

The Celtics had not led 
since the first half against 
Chicago on Jan. 6 — a span 
of 4 games. They took their 
first lead. 55-54, with 7:35 
left in the third quarter and 
went on to hand the 
Grizzlies their 12tb consec- 
utive loss. 

Reeves, who also had 12 
rebounds, broke the club 
record of 40 points set by 
Anthony Peeler on Feb. 4. 
1977. Antoine Walker led 
boston with 22 points and 
10 rebounds. 

Clippers 119. Nets 116: 
In East Rutherford, New 


Jersey. Rodney Rogers 
matched his season high 
with 29 points to lead the 
Los Angeles Clippers to 
only their fourth road win 
of the season. 

Lamond Murray had 24 
points and 1 0 rebounds. 
Darrick Martin had a sea- 
son-high 20 points and 
rookie centre Maurice 
Taylor had 10 of his 12 
points in the fourth quarter 
as the Clippers snapped a 
four-game losing streak 
and improved their road 
mark to 4-18. 

Keith Van Hom scored 26 
points for the Nets, but the 
rookie only had six in the 
second half. Jayson 
Williams added 20 points 
and 18 rebounds for new 
jersey, while Sherman 
Douglas had 18 points and 
a season-high 17 assists. 

• Pistons 95, Hornets 94 


(OT): In Auburn Hills, 
Michigan, Brian Williams 
hit a driving layup to put 
Detroit ahead, then made a 
key block to p re sene the 
Pistons’ overtime victory 
over the Charlotte Hornets’. 

Williams, who finished 
with 15 points, scored what 
proved to be the winning 
basket with 19.6 seconds 
remaining in overtime. 
After a Detroit foul, the 
Hornets called a time-out 
with 6.4 seconds left. 

When play resumed. 
Anthony Mason inbounded 
(he ball to Vlade Divac. 
who tried to drive the right 
side of the lane. But his 
attempt at an underhand 
layup was blocked by 
Williams. Gram Hill, who 
led the pistons with 30 
points, grabbed the 
rebound and heaved the 
ball upcourt as time 


expired. 

Mason Jed Charlotte with 
19 points. Divac added 18 
points 

■ Supersonics 103, Heat 
85: In Seattle, the 

Supersonics snapped a 
two-game losing streak and 
defeated the Miami Heat 
for the 1 1th straight time in 
Seattle. 

Gary Payton had 20 
points and eight assists for 
the Sonics, who became the 
first team to score 100 
points against Miami since 
Dec. 16, a span of 13 
games. 

The Sonics had a huge 
advantage from 3 -point 
range. They made .12 of 1 1 
shots from long distance, 
while Miami was only 4- 
of- 17. 

Alonzo Mourning led 
Miami with 17 points and 
1 2 rebounds. 
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CINEMA 


TEL:634I44 


CINEMA 


George Clooney & 
Nicole Kidman ... in 


THE 

PEACEMAKER 


Shows: 12:15.2:15. 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


I PHILADELPHIA "2" 


Steven Speilberg s 


TWISTER 


Shows:12:I5. 2:15. 6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


TEL v S' CINEMA TEL:b77420 Z' L ' iNLfkU 


PLAZA 


SCREAM 

Shows: 12:00. 6:30 

AL MASEER 

(Arabic) 
Naur Al Sharif 
Shows: 8:30. 10:45 


HERCULES 


Shows: 2:00 p.m. 


CONCORD 




CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 12:00. 2.00. 6:00. 8:30. 10:45 


CgHCflBB. 


MR. BEAN 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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Shows: 2:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 
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CINEMA TEL 074 33430 

galleria 1 


ABDOUN 

Salma Hayek ... in 


FOOLS RUSH IN 


Shows: 2:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


TEL: 625155 
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NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 

For reservations call: 640155. 623 1 5S . 
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Sports 

World Swimming Championships 

Klim and Thompson continue gold medal haul 
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PERTH (AFP) — Australian 
Michael Klim and American 
Jenny Thompson continued 
[o dominate the world swim- 
ming championships with 
more gold medal swims on 
die fifth night in the pool 
here on Friday. 

Kljm enraptured his home 
fans by swimming within a 
tenth of a second of his world 
record in taking the world 
100 meires butterfly final 
and taking his third gold 
medal of the meet. 

Thompson went one better 
when she landed her fourth 
gold medal win swimming 
the third butterfly leg of the 
U.S. women’s team 100m 
medley relay victory in near 
world record time. 

The 20-year-old KJim, the 
male swimmer of the meet, 
led to the rum under world 
record puce and just failed to 
lower his record in hitting the 
wall in a new championship 
record time of 52.25 sec- 
onds. 

Klim beat home the 1994 
world silver medallist Lars 
Frolander of Sweden (52.79) 
with Australian teammate 
Geoff Huegill taking the 
bronze medal in 52.90secs. 

**I really wanted this, so I 
am so delighted," said the 
shaven-headed Klim, who 
has become the outstanding 
swimmer of the champi- 
onship over the last five 
days. 

“Jt is great to have a cham- 
pionship record and 1 went 
so close to my world record. 

“] just wanted to go with 
my intuition and closed 
everything off and It 
worked," he said. 

Klim's three gold medals 
took Australia's medal haul 
in the pool to four, second 
only to the United States, 
who have 10. 

The championship record 
had been beaten in the morn- 
ing neats by HuegilF, who 
swam 52.93secs. 

Thompson was part of the 
brilliant U.S. team along 
with Lea Maurer, Kristy 
Kowal and Amy Van Dyken 
which won by about three 
metres from Australia in four 
minutes 01.93 seconds — 
just 0.26 seconds outside 
China's world record of 
4:01.67 set at the 1994 Rome 
world championship. 

Australia took silver in 
4:05.12 ahead of Japan 
4:06.27. 

"We were thinking about a 
world record and we were 
really close, but we had real- 
ly great swims, so it's terrif- 
ic ” said Thompson. 

Thompson has previously 
won gold medals in the meet 
in the 100m freestyle, 100m 
butterfly and as a member of 
the 100m freestyle relay 
team. It was Thompson’s 
fifth career gold medal ar a 
world championship and 
eighth medal overall 
Earlier, China’s Yanyan 
Wu set a championship 
record in sireeting the field to 
win Lhe women's 200 metre 
individual medley final. 

The 20-year-old world 
record holder from Guangxi 
won China’s third gold 
medal in the pool in winning 
the final in two minutes 
10.88 seconds, eclipsing the 
event record held since 1982 
by East German Petra 
Schneider of 2: 1 1 .79. 

It was a Chinese one-two 
finish with Chen Yan taking 
silver in 2:13.66. almost 
three seconds behind her 
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Kurt Grote from the United States powers through the mens 100 metre breaststroke 
final at the Sth World Swimming Championships in Perth (Reuters photo) 


tearaway teammate. 
Slovakia’s Martina 


Moravcova celebrated her 
22nd birthday Friday by get- 



ting the bronze medal in 
2: 14.26 — her third medal of 
the championships. 

Kurt Grote captured the 
USA’s ninth gold medal in 
the program's opening event 
when he withstood 
Frenchman Jean-Christophe 
Samin to win the men’s 200 
metres breaststroke final by 
,02"of a&cond. 

Grate, who led from the 
100m. just got his finger-tips 
to the wall to win the gold 
and America’s ninth gold 
medal in the pool in two min- 
utes 13.40 seconds. Samin 
was just a split second awav 
in 2:13.42. 

Defending world champi- 
on Norbert Rosza of 
Hungary took the bronze 
medal in 2:13.59. 

"The win was a bit of a sur- 
prise for me,” said Grote. “I 
thought I was capable of 
doing a good time, but 1 
thought a lot of guys were 
capable of doing that. 

"Rosza has been kind of a 
hero for me. a role model. To 
compete against him is an 
honour and to beat him h a 
new experience." 


Hussein take on Wihdat today 
in Jordan Cup semifinal 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Hussein Saturday take on A1 Wihdat in the 
Jordan Cup semi-final — the fourth and last of the 1997 
soccer season's titles. 

The match was due to have been held Friday but was 
postponed due to the water soaked field at Amman 
international Stadium. 

The winner of today’s match will face Al Ramiha in the 
final next Friday. 

The Wihdat- Hussein semifinal was delayed pending the 
former’* return from the 13th Arab Champions Cup in 
Tunisia and the conclusion of the Premier League 
Championship Iasi week. 

Al Ramtha were the winners of the other semifinal earli- 
er last month as they reached the final of the country's sec- 
ond most-important soccer competition after eliminating Al 
Faisal i 1-0. 

Al Ramtha were last year's runner up and will be looking 
to w in the title to secure one of the season's four titles. 

In 1997, Al Faisali won the Federation Shield and Al 
Wihdat won the season-opening Cup Winners' Cup and the 
Premier League. 

Founy one teams representing the Premier League as well 
as the First and Second Divisions initially took part in the 
Jordan Cup divided into four groups. 

AJ Faisali are the Jordan Cup record holders with 9 tides 


in the past 18 years. Al Ramtha were runners-up eight times 
and won it two consecutive years (see table). 

Premier League teams have dominated the title except lor 
1986 when AfXrabi won the title. 

Titleholders Al Wihdat have won if four times and Al 
Jazireh once. 



Championship record 


(runner-up in brackets) 

1980 

Faisali (Baqaaj 

1981 

Faisali tRamthu) 

1982 

Wihdat (Ramtha) 

1983 

Faisali (Ramtha) 

1984 

Jazireh (Ahli) 

19S5 

Wihdat (Faisali) 

1986 

Arabi (Jazireh) ; 

1987 

Faisali (Hussein) 

1988 

Wjhdat (Faisali) 

1989 

Faisali (Ramtha) 

1990 

. Ramtha (Hussein) 

1991 

Ranuha (Wihdat) 

1992 

Faisali 

1993 

Faisali (Ramtha) 

1994 

Faisali (Ramtha) 

1995 

Faisali (Ramtha) 

1996 

Wihdat (Ramiha) 


ABC and 
ESPN to 
broadcast 3rd 
Women’s 
World Cup 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
ABC ami ESPN announced 
Thursday they will combine 
to televise all 32 matches of 
the women's 1998 World 
Cup soccer tournament in 
the United Suites. 

Financial terms of the deal 
were not disclosed. The 
third Women’s World Cup. 
which will be held in the 
United States over three 
weeks in June and July of 
1999. will receive an 
unprecedented 64 hours of 
coverage. 

ABC” will broadcast the 
opening game of the tourna- 
ment on Saturday, June 
19th, featuring the United 
States playing at Giants 
Stadium in East Rutherford, 
New Jersey. It will also air 
the championship game, 
which is scheduled to take 
place at the Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena, California, on 
Saturday, July 10. 

Among the ESPN games 
are the anticipated USA 
quarterfinal at Jack Kent 
Cooke Stadium in suburban 
Washington. DC. on 
Thursday. July 1, and the 
other semi-final, which will 
take place at Foxboro 
Stadium in Massachusetts 
on independence Day. 


Euro draw puts World Cup on hold 


GHENT. Belgium (AFP) 
— European football chiefs 
will put the World Cup tem- 
porarily on hold here this 
weekend as they discover 
their fate in the draw for the 
2000 European 

Championships. 

But UEFA's decicision to 
use the same draw system 
as that used by FIFA for the 
World Cup, has already 
brought howls of protest 
from this year's World Cup 
hosts France. 

Their success at winning 
the right to stage the ‘98 
World” Cup has ruled them 
out for being seeded for 
Euro 2000. “It is absolutely 
scandalous that France has 
been treated this way," said 
former international Michel 
Platini, 

"It is obvious that France 
merits a place among the 
seeds. In the 1992 qualify- 
ing tournament we won all 
our matches and in 1 996 we 
reached the semi-finals," 
Platini said. "This decision 
is shameful.” 

But UEFA remain unre- 
pentant. 

"The seedings were based 
on the co-efficient used for 
the World Cup in the U.S. 
in 1994, Euro’96 and quali- 
fying for France ’98. As 
France did not compere in 
USA’94 or need to qualify 
for the World Cup finals in 
France, there was no way of 
seeding them.’* explained 
UEFA secretary general 
Gerhard Aigner. 

The qualifying competi- 


tion. which will stan in 
September 1998 and last 
until October 1999. will 
comprise five groups of 
five teams and four groups 
of six teams. 

The nine group winners 
and the runner-up with the 
best record qualify auto- 
matically for the finals. 

Those 10 teams will be 
joined by the Netherlands 
and Belgium, plus the four 
teams that win the two- 
legged playoffs between 
the eight other runners-up. 

Italy, Germany. England 
and Spain have, as seeds, 
already been allocated into 
four of the five-team 
groups — the other five 
team group will be headed 
by -a seed drawn from 
Romania, Russia, 

Yugoslavia. Scotland or 
Norway. 

Scottish manager Craig 
Brown is desperately hop- 
ing the luck of the draw 
will go his way. 

UEFA has graded the 49 
teams accordingly with the 
weakest in pot E and the 
highest in pot A. 

The teams from pot E will 
be drawn first, then pot D. 
por C, pot B and finally 


Ireland. 
Sweden. 
Lithuania. 
Finland. Israel. 


those countries in pot A not 
already pre-dhiwn. 

Pots for the draw are: 

Pot A: Italy (pre-drawn in 
Group 1 ). Germany (Group 
3). England (Group 5). 
Spain (Group 7). Romania. 
Russia. Yugoslavia. 

Scotland. Norway. 

Pot B: Bulgaria. 

Denmark. Croatia. 

Portugal, Austria. France. 
Czech Republic. Turkey. 
Greece 
Pot C: 

Switzerland. 

Ukraine, 

Slovakia. 

Georgia 

Pot D: Poland. Hungary’, 
Northern Ireland. Bosnia. 
Latvia. Macedonia. Cyprus. 
Wales, Iceland 
Pot E: Belarus. Slovenia. 
Armenia, Faroe Islands. 
Albania, Luxembourg. 
Moldova. Azerbaijan. 
Estonia. Malta. 

Liechtenstein. San Marino. 
Andorra. 

The draw is due to take 
place at 1200 GMT in 
Ghent's International 
Congress Centre. 

Bosnia and Andorra will 
be competing for the first 
time. 


FOR RENT 


Furnished Villa in Shmeisani beside tie Birds Garden 
Consists of two floors. Each floor 300 sq.m, in area. 
Garage, park, 2 phone lines and central heating. 

For more information calf: 

Tel.: 729110 & 688488 Abu Ibrahim 


Australia's Michael Klim celebrates after winning the 
metis 100m butterfly final at the 8th World Swimming 
Championships in Perth ( Reuters photo) 


FOR RENT 

COZY FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, one 
master, separate entrance, fireplace. walMo- wall 
darpet and telephone. 

If interested, please call 

5537522, 859213 


FOR SALE 

ATOMIC ABSORPTION SPECTROMETER 
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Middle East For Travel & Tourism 




DototMi& TkCkm 

Dubai 


From 29/1/98 To 2/2/98 


O 5 days 4 nights at 4+ 
hotel with breakfast 
© T ransfare from-to 
Airport 


O Ticket Amman - Dubai 
- Amman 

O Dubai City Tours 
O Visa Charge 


Gardens St. - Shamich Complex 
Tel. 5533494 - Fax : 5531903 


S Levels! 


French & Arabic Language Courses.., 


Join us at the French Cultural Centre for lhe following courses: 
French Courses for Beginner & Advanced Levels, Translation, Conversation ... 
French for Children Specialised French for Beginners 
Spoken Local Arabic Courses for Beginner & Advanced Levels 
Written Arabic Course (No need to know French to join Arabic courses) 


Registration until Thursday, January 15th & courses start on Saturday, January 17th 




( Fees : 75 JD. ) 


SPECIAL OFFER 

HAWATMEH 

gigs: STORES 

Swefieh near Istiklal Library 
Tel : 82 0048 


* 

MENS & WOMENS JEANS JD 1 0,99 


* 

BOYS & GIRLS SWEAT SHIRT JD 4,99 


* 

WOMENS & GIRLS BLOUSE JD 2,99 


* 

GIRLS & BOYS SWEATER’S JD4.99 


* 

PILOT JACKET JDS.® 


* 

JOGGING SUITS JD 9>" 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 



FROM 10:00 am. to 10:00 pm. 



MBA Opportunities 


VAl' successful commercial bank ; -is inviting FreshMBA... 
.r^aducrte^::(American : & British Universities only) to..appiy,tp^ . , 
ng oareief ; iri ihe po mmercial banking sector, ; • 

y® selecting': n&W employees!, the Bank foafte for indvidcrals yvttb 
7ari ; okJt^anding' academic record arid ..demonstrated . skilfs : ? in • 

or ^^^<1 areas. ■. y • - ^ 

y-tri^dieri ,\ bur;-r^ range of 

^^^.b^rriesS skill,; -and are prep^Mv ' :. on 
mspbriq® ies. •; 

v.?:. 

„■ .. ...» ^ v=. 


Amman, Jebei Lweibdeh, Al-Hawuz, Tel. 637.009 - 636.445 - 612.658 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


We are a leading company in the packaging field and industrial 
supplies, with a European management. 

We are currently seeking a young and committed professional 
(male or female) to join our sales and marketing team to 
support our operations in Jordan. 

The ideal candidate will meet the following criteria^ 

■ a degnee/diploma in commerce/engineering. 

■ a minimum of 2 years experience in sales, preferably within the 
packaging industry. 

■ a good knowledge of the Jordanian industrial sector. 

■ a strong ability to solicit existing clients as well as developing 
new strategies to target other potential customers. 

■ an excellent command of both Arabic and English languages, 
spoken and written. 

■ he/she will drive his own car. 

We offer a good salary package. 

If the above criteria meet your skills, please apply in writing with 
CV and recent photo to: 
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Netanyahu to show ‘flexibility 
and firmness’ in Clinton talks 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said he would 
show “flexibility and firm- 
ness* 1 in his crucial talks 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton on the deadlocked 
Middle East peace process 
next Tuesday. 

“I am leaving for 
Washington with the flexi- 
bility and firmness neces- 
sary to reach an accord.'* he 
told reporters before a meet- 
ing with ambassadors to 
Israel Friday. 

“This new agreement 
must provide us with guar- 
antees that the principles of 


the agreements already 
reached will be respected." 
he said. 

"When we demand that 
the Palestinians respect 
their commitments, that is 
not a tactical move, but the 
very essence of the agree- 
ments," said Mr. Netanyahu 
who has also held the for- 
eign affairs portfolio since 
the resignation of his for- 
eign minister. David Levy, 
earlier this month. 

■ Mr. Netanyahu has hard- 
ened his position on the 
peace process in the run-up 
to the Washington talks. 

His government has made 


an overdue West Bank troop 
withdrawal dependent on 
Palestinian readiness to 
accept a long list of condi- 
tions it says are contained 
within past agreements. 

And his government has 
also made clear that it 
intends to keep the majority 
of the West Bank, which it 
occupied in 1967, in any 
final settlement with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office 
has also said that the gov- 
ernment will not have deter- 
mined the extent of the mil- 
itary pullback it proposes to 
make from the West Bank in 


time for his meeting with 
Mr. Clinton. 

The United Stales has 
been pressing Israel for the 
past four months to carry 
out a “significant and credi- 
ble*' West Bank withdrawal 
in accordance with the Oslo 
peace agreements in order 
to rescue the deadlocked 
peace process. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, who is due to 
meet Mr. Clinton next 
Thursday, has said that he 
regards the Washington 
talks as a decisive "turning 
point” for the peace process. 


Israeli ‘sacred cow 


sent back to shed 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — A sacred 
red cow belonging to ultra- 
Orthodox Israelis turned out to 
be an ordinary heifer when 
white hairs were discovered in 
its tail Haaretz newspaper 
reported Friday. 

Under Jewish law, the 
Second Temple, destroyed by 
the Romans in 70 AD. cannot 
be rebuilt until it has been puri- 
fied by the "ashes of a sacri- 
ficed. entirely red three-year- 
old heifer. 

The ruins of the temple, in 
occupied Jerusalem, are 
Judaism's holiest site. 

Tzlfl, the cow was bom in 
mid- 1996 in Israel and 
belongs to Kfar Hassidim, an 
ultra-Orthodox town in the 
north of the country. 

When the calf was bora, its 
coat was entirely red, stirring 
intense excitement on the part 
of the ultra-Orthodox commu- 
nity. which saw it as a sign that 
the temple would soon be 


rebuilt. 

Israeli authorities, however, 
feared that Tzlil's birth would 
be exploited by right-wing 
Israelis to destroy the A1 Aqsa 
Mosque complex, built atop 
the temple ruins and which is 
now the third holiest site in 
Islam. 

Rabbi Shmarya Shore, who 
is in charge of Tzlil, has taken 
every precaution to safeguard 
the heifer. 

He separated Tzlil from the 
rest of the hend of 70 milk 
cows, to prevent any injury. In 
addition, the heifer has been 
under 24-hour guard to ensure 
that it is not abducted. 

Tzlil's coat has been closely 
examined because die appear- 
ance of more than two hairs of 
a non-red colour disqualify it 
from being a sacred red heifer. 

However, 10 white hairs 
have sprouted in Tzlil's tail, 
and the heifer has been sent 
back to the cowshed with the 


rest of the herd. 

The disappointed rabbi 
blamed excessive attention 
from the news media for turn- 
ing Tzlil's hair white. 

"Undoubtedly media harass- 
ment is the cause." he told 
Haaretz. 

But the ultra-Orthodox still 
have one hope: Tzlil has been 
inseminated with the semen of 
a red bull and the calf is due in 
six months. 

Last year, when the red 
cow's existence was made 
public, the newspaper said the 
matter could be the prelude to 
a tragedy of apocalyptic pro- 
portions. 

The authorities fear that 
destruction of the mosque 
complex to make way for a 
new temple would trigger a 
vast war. 

According to Jewish tradi- 
tion, the rebuilding of the tem- 
ple will herald the coming of 
the Messiah. 


Turkish court paves way for 
trial of ex-prime minister 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish court of appeals 
Friday paved the way for legal 
proceedings against former 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, 
suspected of misusing secret 
state funds while in power. 

The court upheld a six-year 
prison sentence for a swindler 
who had been convicted of 
illegally receiving state funds 
from Ms. Ciller and using 
them to benefit her conserva- 
tive True Path Party. 

After Friday's decision, 
state prosecutors will be free 
to charge Ms. Ciller with 
using secret state funds for her 
own domestic political pur- 
poses. legal sources said. 

In the likely event of a legal 
process and if parliament lifts 
her immunity. Ms. Ciller, who 
was Turkey’s first woman 
prime minister, will be tried 
by the constitutional court 

If the court convicts Ms. 
Ciller, she will be forced to 


end her political career, under 
the Turkish constitution. 

The swindler, Selcuk 
Parsadan. confessed during 
his trial that purporting to be 
an influential retired army 
general, he had telephoned 
Ms. Ciller in November 1995 
and proposed to campaign for 
her True Path for upcoming 
general elections in 
December. 

Agreeing to the deal. Ms. 
Ciller then sent Parsadan 
some S 7 2.000 from a secret 
state fund, according to the 
swindler. 

The swindler, who was also 
understood to have cheated 
some other politicians and 
businessmen, was caught in 
1996 and last year sentenced 
to a six-year prison term. 

Under Turkish law, prime 
ministers are entitled to use 
secret government funds 
worth millions of dollars only 
for special operations and to 


the benefit of the state. 

Misuse of those funds tor 
personal purposes is a serious 
crime and deserves trial by the 
constitutional court, Turkey’s 
highest judicial body. 

Heading the government 
between July 1993 and March 
1996. Ms. Ciller then joined 
an Islamist-led coalition 
administration, becoming for- 
eign minister in June 1996. 

But that government. led by- 
former Prime Minister 
Neeme rtin Erbakan, had to 
step down in June last year 
amid major rows with the 
country's prosecular army 
generals over creeping 
Lslamisation in the country. 

During her partnership with 
Mr. Erbakan, Ms. Ciller nar- 
rowly escaped three parlia- 
mentary' moves to oust her on 
charges of corruption, the 
alleged source of her personal 
wealth. 


Greece informs Washington of concerns 
over rising tension with Turkey 


ATHENS (AFP) —The Greek 
Foreign Ministry has informed 
Washington of concerns over 
the rising tension between 
Greece and Turkey after inci- 
dents in che Aegean Sea, a 
spokesman said Friday. 

U.S. Amhassodor to Athens 
Nicholas Bums was called in 
Thursday evening to meet the 
Greek official in charge of rela- 
tions with Turkey to discuss the 
“tense situation created by the 
Turks in the Aegean Sea,” min- 


istry spokesman. Costas Bikas. 
said. 

European Union ambas- 
sadors will be approached dur- 
ing the day. Mr. Bikas added. 

flias KUs, the official who met 
Mr. Bums, the former U.S. 
State Department spokesman, 
reiterated Greek claims dial 
Turkey had repeatedly violated 
Greek airspace over the area. 

He also informed him of an 
incident Thursday on the island 
oflmia, knownasKaidaktothe 


Turks, whose sovereignty the 
countries contest. Mr. Bikas 
said. According to informed 
Greek sources, several Turkish 
trawlers and a naval vessel 
approached to within 500 
metres of the island and for an 
hour refused a Greek boat's 
demands thal they leave. 

Greece and Turkey almost 
came to blows over the island in 
January 1996. The dispute was 
only ended by US. interven- 
tion. 


Bosnian Serb 
candidate 
gives up bid 
for highest 
government 
position 


BANJA LUKA (AFP) — 
Bosnian Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic’s candi- 
date for the Bosnian Serb 
premiership, Mladen 
Ivanic, has given up trying 
to form a government, the 
presidency announced 
Friday. 

Ivanic, a 39-year-old 
non-party economist who 
lost to an ultra-nationalist 
Serb candidate in 1995 
elections, had given up his 
bid because he could not 
muster enough votes in 
parliament to back him. a 
statement issued by 
Plavsic said. 

The ultra-nationalist 
Serb Democratic Party 
(SDS) and its ally the 
Radical Parry (SRS) 
blocked Mr. Ivanic’s can- 
didacy and have claimed 
the premiership and a 
majority of government 
posts for themselves. 

The ultranationalists 
form the largest bloc in 
the 83-seat parliament fol- 
lowing elections last year 
but no group has a majori- 
ty- 

The Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment has remained dead- 
locked over the choice of 
prime minister amid a 
struggle for power 
between the hardliners 
and Mr. Plavsic. 

Mr. Ivanic’s bid had 
been backed by the inter- 
national community and 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic. 

The Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment had been expected to 
vote on his candidacy and 
government programme 
on Saturday. TTie meeting 
at Bijeljina was main- 
tained in spite of Mr. 
Ivanic's renunciation, said 
the Bosnian Serb news 
agency SRNA. 

Mr. Ivanic sought to 
form a government of 
national unity which was 
to comprise technocrats 
and representatives from 
the principal Bosnian Serb 
political parties. 

But when ultra-national- 
ists turned down requests 
that key government posts 
such as the interior, 
finance, information and 
justice ministries be given 
to technocrats not linked 
to any particular political 
party. Mr. Ivanic 
renounced his bid for the 
top government post, he 
said in a press statement. 



WHEELS FOR ANOTHER PLANET: Robert Anderson from Pasadena, Cal., member 
of the NASA Pathfinder team, demonstrates one of the three Sonjoumer robot vehi- 
cle models at the CMT 98 fair, an international fair for caravaning, motor and 
tourism in Stuttgart, Germany, Friday. Sojourner No.l is rolling on Mars, number 
two is in the NASA headquarters in Washington (AP photo) 


Russia promises to stop helping 
Iranian missile programme — report 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Russia has promised the 
LTnited States that it will stop 
Russian companies and scien- 
tists from technologically 
helping Iran's ballistic missile 
programme, the New York 
Times said Friday. 

Senior U.S. officials told the 
daily that concrete promises 
were made and that Russia 
appeared more sincere than in 
the past about ending private 
Russian aid to Iran, which has 
prompted the U.S. Congress to 
threaten sanctions. 

"For their own interests, the 
Russians are getting serious 
about closing the gap between 
what they've said repeatedly 
and what’s actually happen- 
ing." one unidentified U.S. 


official said. 

The announcement followed 
the return Wednesday from 
Moscow of special U.S. 
envoy. Frank Wisner, the offi- 
cials said, adding that Mr. 
Wisner had briefed U.S. 
President Bill Clinton of the 
results of his trip. 

Besides arguments that a 
ballistic missile armed Iran 
would pose a security threat to 
Russia, the officials said, the 
U.S. government has also 
made clear to Russia that the 
U.S. Congress was moving to 
pass sanctions against Russian 
firms that did missile business 
with Iran. 

The officials were reluctant 
to detail what Mr. Wisner was 
told in Moscow, but they said 


that while the problem with 
Russia was not over, convinc- 
ing steps towards its elimina- 
tion had been taken. 

"We have a process now. 
and specific commitments,” 
another official said when 
asked why Russia should be 
taken ar its word. "The two 
countries [Russia and the 
United States] now have a 
plan to work together in their 
own interests.” 

The officials noted that in 
the past six months Russia has 
expelled an Iranian diplomat 
for trying to gel missile help, 
and cancelled a contract 
between Iran and the Russian 
company NPO Trud for mis- 
sile motor development. 


Beijing calls for early implementation 
of China-U.S. nuclear agreement 


BEIJING (AFP) — China on 
Friday welcomed U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's signing of certifi- 
cations heralding the end of a 
Washington embatgo on China- 
bound exports of nuclear tech- 
nology. 

The White House on 

Thursday announced Mr. 
Clinton signed documents on 
Jan. 12 to effectively reactivate a 
never-implemented 1985 agree- 
ment allowing trade in non-mili- 
tary nuclear technologies 

between the two countries. 

“The Chinese side welcomes 
Mr. Clinton's signing of the rele- 
vant certifications to initiate the 
agreement." a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman told AFP by tele- 
phone. 

"It is hoped the U.S. will com- 
plete the relevant procedures as 
soon as possible so an early 
implementation of this agree- 
ment will be realised." he said in 
a likely reference to the U.S. 
Congress — which may move 
to block the initiative. 

"China and the U.S. share a 
common interest in the peaceful 


use of nuclear technology. An 
early implementation of the 
agreement on the peaceful use of 
nuclear equipment will benefit 
both sides." the spokesman said. 

The 12-year-old agreement 
was never pul into effect due to 
concerns about alleged Chinese 
transfers of nuclear weapons to 
other countries, but Mr. Ointon 
announced plans to lift the 
embargo during a Washington 
visit by Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin in October. 

The U.S. embassy here said 
Congress has 30 legislative 
working days to pass legislation 
blocking the lilting of the embar- 
go. 

Because Congress will not be 
in session until the end of this 
month, the period extends until 
March 1 2 or* 1 3, it said. 

Members of the House of 
Representatives have already 
introduced bills opposing the 
White House initiative. 

An executive with the 
Shanghai office of 
Westinghouse — one of the top 
U.S. makers of nuclear power 


equipment — said his company 
was optimistic the embargo 
would be lifted, as the amount of 
U.S. business at stake is huge. 

“Wc think in the middle of 
March, the certifications will 
become effective," said Ting 
Qian, a representative with 
Westinghouse Energy Systems 
Business Unit 

The China National Nuclear 
Corp., which would handle 
imports of IkS. equipment 
bound for Chinese nuclear 
plants, refused to comment. 

China is expected to spend 
between $50 billion to $60 bil- 
lion by 2015 to meet its nuclear 
energy needs, making it by far 
the fastest growing nuclear mar- 
ket in the world. 

U.S. companies like 
Westinghouse, General Electric 
and ABB Combustion 
Engineering Nuclear Systems 
have long complained that they 
were losing business to Canada, 
Russia and France — all of 
which have signed agreements 
to build nuclear power plan is in 
China. 


Camdessus sees recovery in Korea, Thailand, Indonesia within two and a half years 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— IMF chief Michel 
Camdessus said Friday that 
South Korea. Thailand and 
Indonesia would be recov- 
ering within two and a half 
year at high but sustainable 
growth rates if they adhere 
to International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) programmes. 

"Our work is to help 
countries to reestablish con- 
fidence. One of the purpos- 
es of the fund is to bring 
confidence to its members... 


not in any miracle way but 
to help to find the best poli- 
cies to the given situation,” 
he told a news conference 
after talks with Malaysian 
monetary authorities. 

Mr. Camdessus said IMF 
programmes like those for 
South Korea. Indonesia and 
Thailand emphasised tight- 
ening monetary policies to 
help stop the slide in 
exchange rates “as the 
world has not yet invented a 
wav of brinsins ovorlv 


devalued exchange rates 
where they should be.” 

But the programmes also 
stressed "immediate action 
to correct every weakness 
in the bunking system and 
starting seriously with 
structural reforms to 
remove long-standing 
impediments to both rigidi- 
ty. monopoly and govern- 
ment issues.” 

"The ultimate goal of our 
programmes is to make sure 
that in this time of crisis or 


at the end of the crisis, these 
countries can remain more 
stable to resume their devel- 
opment. 

‘Tomorrow, it will be dif- 
ficult for you to see the sit- 
uation is better in Korea, 
Thailand or Indonesia. But 
what I am certain of is that 
within two or two and half 
years, you will see these 
countries recovering at high 
growth, in a much more 
sustainable rate than before. 

"They will emerge from 


this crisis, if they faithfully 
apply the programmes, 
stronger, more efficient 
than before, and in a greater 
position to improve the liv- 
ing standards of their peo- 
ple. 

"We have an intermediate 
role which is to shorten the 
adjustment period and to 
mitigate the effects by pro- 
visioning of finance.” he 
said, adding that the IMF 
could be flexible “to min- 
imise output losses and also 


alleviate the impact of cred- 
it tightness on exporters and 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises. 

Asked about criticism of 
IMF prescriptions, Mr. 
Camdessus said: “Doctors 
must be extremely attentive 
to their own health. We are 
attentive to our own health 
and always adapting our- 
selves to the changing situ- 
ation.” 

He noted that rhe IMF 
was the onlv institution 


in 


the world whose activities 
were reviewed daily by the 
1 82 countries which 
received all its documents. 

‘Transparency of the IMF 
is a problem. But it is the 
problem chiefly of its 182 
members.’’ he said. 

Mr. Camdessus added that 
the IMF was sensitive to 
social concerns with pro- 
grammes trying to integrate 
economic concerns with 
si via I needs. 



Head for Diana's 
charity sought 
in advertisement 
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LONDON (AFP) — An 
advertisement in the 
British Guardian newspa- 
per invited applications for 
the post of chief executive 
of the Diana, Princess of 
Wales, Memorial Fund. 
The job carries a salary of 
$125,000. The fond 
trustees said in the adver- 
tisement that they want “a 
strategic thinker with the 
vision and drive to set up a 
major operation.” Along 
with setting up the organi- 
sation to administer the 
fund, the chief executive 
will also be expected to 
formulate strategy, manage 
donations and design the 
machinery to assess grant 
applications. Her fanner 
butler, Paul Burrell, told 
The Sun that he intended to 
throw his hat in the ring, 
saying: T believe I have 
the perfect credentials. I 
hope I will be considered 
for the position.” 
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Thatcher disturbed 
by football 
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LONDON (.AFP) — 

Former British Prime 
Minister Margaret 

Thatcher hates football 
according to former 

Chancellor Kenneth 

Garke. When asked 
whether he was part of a 
government which regard- 
ed football as an "enemy 
within:” he replied: “Well I 
don’t think the government 
thought that, but I think 
Margaret Thatcher [did]." 
"Somebody took Margaret 
to some game in Scotland 
where she appeared as a 
prime minister and whether 
it was the songs the crowd 
sang or something, it bad a 
very marked effect on her. 
So thereafter, whenever sh« 
discovered that some of her 
ministers went to football 
matches regularly, she 
wondered why we were 
joining this band of hooli- 
gans week by week." "She 
kept considering policy on 
football hooliganism, and 
as far as I could see. the 
small group of ministers 
she relied on to put policy 
together included people 
who had never seen a foot- . 
ball match in their lives.” 


tfHT.vii- n; 
. -^vrrer- 




s k - • 
•jCcnr---' 

vi'-r; : 


v 


& 7- 

-sv 1 \ 


"v: : 




irjn 

i lar r? 


S r-avi 
— ■< 

— l\>C' 
i3»£-' r 


IV *£■, -■* 

LT i-r 

fc Jvj: 


•l -O" 'v - 

tr. 

h-rv; 

! -jkl i":c - 

Sr- r.« -r 

t -* . 

^ H 

IV- 


-TiC 




. ■ w 
' -vn 


451 Jw.-nirNr. d 


James Bond draws line at 
Johannesburg's muggers 


toqi Km 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Janies Bond gets the 
better of the baddies in his 
guise as 007 — but he’s not 
so keen to take on the mug- 
gers and thugs of 
Johannesburg's city centre. 
"I've heard of downtown 
Johannesburg.” Bond — in 
the form of actor Pierce 
Brosnan — told a press 
conference here. 

"Every one’s heard of il“ 
he said, adding he would 
not be volunteering to 
clean up the central busi- 
ness district, where mug- 
gers and pickpockets prey 
on the ever-decreasing 
number of tourists who 
venture there. In the latest 
007 film, . ‘Tomorrow 
Never Dies." Bond is far 
more forceful, literally 
carving up media baron 
Elliot Carver, who is trying 
to spark a war between 
China and Britain purely 
for profit and for power. 
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At 62, Woody 
Allen wants to have 
children with Soon-Yi 
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PARIS (AFP) — Children, 
newly-wed 62-year-old 
Woody Allen 
Thursday, are “a reason- 
able option." In an inter- 
view in the French daily Le 
Figaro, the actor-direcior 
said he and new 27-year- 
old bride Soon-Yi Previn, 
had discussed having chil- 
dren. “Why not?," he said- 
“1 feel young and full of 
energy and my parents, you 
know, are still alive. My 
father is about to turn 97 
and my mother is 91 an* 1 
they're well.” ‘That's why 
I believe having children is 
a reasonable option for ^ 
two of us.” 
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